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Foreword 


These records were compiled for the descendants of Deacon 
Jonathan Wheelock in the hope that they will find them helpful 
when they write the memoirs of his sons and daughters. 

Readers of this sketch are invited to send corrections | 
of such mistakes aa they my find, with references, to the author 
who will then have them, with the sender's name, inserted in the 
ma nusori pt. 

To Ur. Hiram Harlow of Shrewsbury, Mass., to Miss Et ta 
Smith of Peterborough, N. H. and to Mr. Walton Green of Cavendish, 
Vt. I offer my grateful thanks for their never failing help in 
the gathering of these records and traditions. 

And to my husband my growing esteem for his sound advice 
and continued interest in all that relates to the Cavendish 
branch of the wheelooks in America. 
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Deacon Jonathan tiheclook 


1727 1798 


Chapter I 
INTRODUCTION 


de @all hin Deacon Jonathan Wheolock of Cavendish, Vermont, 
but if life is measured by years and work then he should be galled 
Deacon Jonathan iiheelook of Shrewsbury, Massachusetts, for in that 
town he was born, there he was married, there his seven children 
were born und there he lived and worked for his family, his town 
and his churoh until his forty-ninth year. Then came the Revolu- 
tion and all his world went upside down. 

The lovely peace and security of that prosperous farming 
community disappeared. Controversies ruged between the people and 
their Loyalist ministers. In the North Purish of Shrewobury the 
aisputos were so bitter that friends, evan families, were separate 
ed” and unfortunately Jonathan's home farm lay just south of that 
North rarish. 

It was a good farm, 220 acres of garden and orchard, of 
tillage, pusture, woodlot and deep springs; but he sold it all 
in 1775 and with his family moved north to ieterborough, New 
Hampshire. 
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„Forester Magazino, Ve 2, p. 31. 
liistorical Sketch of Boylston by Matthew Davenport, p. 13. 
History of Shrewsbury (1647) by A. He Ward, pepe 207-209. 
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222 

His stay there was short, only three and one-half yoara, 
but during thou years he wrote his name on the pages of keter- 
borough's history as @ patriot and townuman. 

He had a gocd form there of 130 ares, a Goufortable house 
and well built barne, but he sold everything in 1779 and returned 
to Mas:achusetts; not to old Shrewsbury but to Townsend in Widdle- 
sex County, where he spent the next three years furming with profit. 
Then oume another move, this time to ashby the neivhboring town to 
the weste Unese again land was bought, barns were stockod and he 
entered into the life of the town and of the church. Ashby held 
him for seven years and thon in 1789 again he sold all and again 
moved, this time to Cavendish, vermont. 

the town records of Cavendish tell us that he bought Taras, 
woodlots und stock but of his seven children ut first only two, 
Joseph Drury and dohn Gieason, were with hin, The others were 
soattered, Jonathan, Jr. was in old Raby, lie hampahire, Abenezer 
and zeruiah in woiting, Vermont, anna in salem, and Jotham in 
Iunonburg, Maccachusetts. 

Tradition in the town of Cavendish tells us that Deacon Jona 
than iheelock bouz ht dive large farms in that town, all five adjoine 
ing or near his own home farm. Thore were for his children; he 
wanted his family around him. lle was cixty-two and oraved tho com- 
fort of hon life, of home folks, and the peace of his beloved 
churohe 

Graduahly his other obildren came to Cavendish. lile oldest 
daughter anna Upton and her family came in 1792, Jotham in 1790, 
Jonathan, Jr. in 1798, wiilo bene zer und 4eruiah rode over frou 
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Deacon Jom thun was content. His child ron were near hin, 
his farms were tidy und productive ami his church free of dissen- 
sion. It was a putriarchial life und for the first time since hs 
left r in 1775, he felt at home; perhaps tiat is why his 
descendants oull him Deu con Jom than Wheelock of Cavendish, ver- 
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Chapter 11 
Shrewsbury. Magsachusetts. 
1717 1775 


Jonathan Wheelock was the son of Gershom of Shrewsbury and 
the grund son of Samuel of iiediield, Mass. The latter left his na- 
tive town in 1684-5. and went to Mariboro where his mne is found 
on the tax list for 1668.” He was then a young man of twenty-four. 
About that time he mrried Lydia tm daughter of henry Hice of wwe 
bury. Unfortunately the records of Marlboro ami sudbury prior to 
1700 are imperfect, so the date of the mrriage and the births of 
their two oldest children Gerzhom ani Ly 1a are unknown. 

But Samuel was not content with Marlboro. He looked to 
the southwest mere lay Shrewsbury, unsettled, unworked but wait- 
ing. Samuel and his friends watched the new townships; they knew 


t * * 


that men passed through her lands on their way to open other 
towns and they were glad that none stopped in Shrewsbury. latient- 
ly they worked and waited, Their reward dame in 1717 when Rights 
were granted to a group of men mostly from Marlboro to settle in 
that township (shrewsbury!) provided they numbered forty families, 
built themselves houses and procured an orthodox minister all 
within three ears. 

In the early records we read that the whole central part 
of Shrewsbury was known ag the “liaines Grant” or “Haines Great Farm." 


On December 10, 1716 this Grant of 46200 aores was divided into 
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Hew Ing land Hist. and 225 n Ve 36, p. 192. 

** Worcester Magazine, Ve 2, 

*** YWistory of Shrewsbury by 1 n Ue Ward, pe 9, and Old Times 
in Shrewsbury by Elizabeth Ward, p. 11. 
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three sections called squadrons, the North, Middle and South Jquad- 
ron, which was possibly a corruption of the word quadrant, Samuel 
dhee look! s “Right' was in the North Squadron. It lay along the 
"Country xoad", later galled the Yost noad, leading trom Boston to 
Worcester. It consisted of 100 acres o “upland meadow and swamp" 
and was part of tie original Haines Great arm. Samuel Wheelook ine 
mediately sent his oldest son Gershom out to that “hight"™ and there 
on the north side of the Country Road Gershom wheelook built the 
first house in the new town of Shrewsbury. It was the winter of 
1717 and tradition tells us that he worked taere al ono, keeping up 
his spirits through the cold dreary days by his merry whistling, 
sleeping in the loit and pulling the ladder up after him at night."** 
The house faced south and was an humble edifica pringipally of logs 
one story with ample stone chimney."*** Yo the weet the land sloped 
gently down to Middle brook, while to the east it rose up and over 

a wooded ridge. because this house and the 100 acre "Kight" on 
which it stood were owned by Samuel Wheelock, he is sometimes called 
the first settler of Shrewsbury. That is an error. iihile the “Right" 
was granted to Samuel, it was his son Gershom who built and improved 
the place and had it ready for his parents when they moved there 
from Marlboro sometime in 1717. 

It is pleasant to know that the work done by Gershom on the 
"whistling house“ was appreciated, for we read that on "March 11, 
1720 Samuel Wheelock of Shrewsbury, husbandman, for the love and 
good will I do have ior my dutiful son Gorshom wheelosk of said town 


husbandman do give unto him 80 acres oi land In Shrewsbury. . . bounded 


2 


* Family kegister by Andrew H. Ward, Worcester Magazine (1826) p. 26. 
** Old Times in Shrewsbury by EItzabeth Ward, p. 12 and 

Ward's History of Shrewobury (1847) p. 466, 
*** History of iorouster by We Lincoln, p. 12. 


ant dsued dua bb 4d guet od? „ene Baabe be Tas anolsoes ot 
foumet Tee ee ed? 10 a0 ee o t beet e do. „ 
odd yooke vat #1 .moxbaupe usa odt ab a dn 6% %,˙te 

% ne mort gukbsel „on vat, edt Del % „ en ¥ 5 
eee bow wobsem cee 10 eee DOL to Dede aue 41 „10 2 50 
“ut daooteedW eee er teexd sorted, Lantstro wut 49 140 — 
ee bus e bi” Fede oF ee eee aoa eee ee dase ykotak 
edt ald Alon nada book yutaved edt 20 S dixon oahe 

19 fetal om? wey tt eee 10 A ffn Oa7 ot a * 
qw gatcess ,eaeis great eee ed seus au en 60 
un eee eld yd ayob queens deen ade A, ret 
og te te mtd teete ay sebbal sdé 98115 bas Pitot ent ak 
esol to pffaqroatug eoliibe efveud ss" saw Ana divos.Sevat oe od. 4 oat 
hoqole baal edt dn, edt of on sXenmide enots efgue 4 tw kaos 
seve bus qe S 22 tan edt 04 6 lala toot wpe Ra of swok 
ac az“ ges 904 dus Das sahen alas aussen 5847 b 09 7) | 


0 6. r + i. 
14 ae Bid 4 E 


ll 
89 
4 


Sefise semifemce , off As ede Lenne yd Souwe gen doote st, 110 . 
en“ ais eee eee me ck ee eee Yo eee en 
bovozget ae ¢ivd odw modared zoe sid aaw tL ,Leumac of betes 9 
exed? Sevom ven nesiw aer oid tok den th bad Sus cosh 

„ Gh omit omon orodixeM gow 

aun ao sodazved yd snob Atow gilt Sade wood of saapactg af 71 a 

ff dowel” so damit Sees en tol ,Dotaloorgga wan “sauvod unittende 

hae evel edt 10% ,Mamdasdeud ,yrsdawerdé 10 doolead® Levene 2 

ον bas ie 10e g sodered noe Tf ym A vad ob I l bor 
bebrvods.esyuudawotds ai Saal to al, GB mld ofay ovis od 5 


„8. (8365) 1 venere 1. —— ed dera Lid is al saat 


nr een Law A va cel oe 2" rey re bi 
vb * ned eee 5 r 2 * 


1 : Pa ae ae. 1 


27 
east by my new dwelling house. 

As Gersiom had married the previous year this land became his 
first homestead. | His wife was Abigail Flagg daughter of Benjamin and 
Experience (@hild) Flagg of toresster. Their marriage record is ine 
teresting in its description of the town of Shrewsbury. It reads Ger- 
shom Wheelock of or near joining Worcester and Abigail Fleg were mare 
ried in Sudbury January 1, 1716-19. On this 80 aore gift Gershon 
built his own homes, with relatives and friends nearby, and with none 
of the sombre loniiness that surrounded the building of the first 
house. A few short steps to the east his Lather, mother, seven sis- 
ters and one young brother wera all comfortably settled in the whistle 
ing house. To the south in the Middle Squadron lived his brother 
Samuel, Jr. of wiiom it was said “as no relationship has been known 
to exist between this Samuel and Deaoon Samuel he was probably of 
another fanily."*"* But a relationship did exist, that of father and 
son, which is proved by the following: on Feb. 15 1720, Samuel 
Wheelock seign. of Shrewsbury, yoonan, for love and gcodwill....do 
give unto my son Samuel Wheelock Ju. of Shrewabury. . . a part of the 
Middle Squadron of HanessB Farm. . . an it 16 situated southerly of 


my now dwelling house. *“ 


This was really a very lovely wedding 
gift, for two days later, on “Feb. 15 1720 Samuel Wheelosk ol Shreus- 
bury and Huldah kice of West Brough (Westborough) were married in 
Marlboro,"***?* 

Samuel and huldah built a house on this land. It stood ona 


knoll south of the falls of WMiddie Meadow Brook and was thoir home 
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— Worcuster Disivist dogs try of Deeds, . 23, pe 214. 
ete Sudbury, V. 5. 


Family Register by androu He „ard. 
**** Worcester District Regivtey of Deeds, V. 6, pe 469. 
r Marlboro, V. S. 
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for many years. Thy tehnends gradually being settled, keople no 
longer passed through“ but remained to build houses and clear land a. 
Then case u set-back. Shrewsbury had its first fire. A home was 
burned to tue ground. Tradition says it was the first house built in 
the town.** If so it was the whistling house, the home of Samuel 
iheelock, Sr., which would account for his purchase on dune 25, 1722, 
of Samuel Crosby's dwelling hceuse near the falls of Middle Ueadow 
Brook. 

Betore moving down to the Tal 18, Samuel hoel ook, Sr. sold 
his 100 acre farm on thy bobuunéad 10 Benjamin Townsend, whe resold 
the place a Yew tonthe later to tie widow Dorothy Johnson. But boro- 
thy did not buy an eupty acreage. ler deed calle for a certain tract 
of land containing 100 acres of uplami, meadow and SWaMPeseekuown by 
the name of Haines Great Farm on Magz erer together with the dwel l- 
ing house, other buildings and fenoes. . bounded west by Gershon dhe l- 
ook's lund.’ The deed was signed May 11, 1723. All of this proves 
that if the whistliag house had been destroyed by fire unother house 
had quickly been built on the sama land, either by samuel Wheelock, sr, 
before he cold to Benjamin Townsend, or by the latter before he sold 
to the widow Dorothy Johnson. 

Early in the dunner of 1722 Sa nuel and bis family left the 
Countyy Road for the Crosby place at tho falls. Ths move wae a pro- 
Litable one frou every angle, spiritual as well as material. Tho 
new property consisted of, "House Lot No. 26 and seventy throe uoros 
with a dwelling house standing on it, a 111 teen are town right for 


Cutting of timber or feeding of Gattis, on- half interest in a suw 


BO IE — — — EN PE AE EE 


* Woroester “Magazine, V. 2, p. 1. 
** 014 Times in Worcester by Nligabeth ward, p. 15 and 
Worsanter Magazine, V. 2, pe 26. 
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111 standing upon Middle Meadow brock am the land upon which the 
mill stands, also a whole 14 cht in the Shrewabury Meeting House. "* 

To his regular farm work, Samuel now added a part time running 
or thd saw will but ho was not alone. iis son Samuel Jr. lived on 
the adjoining furm to the south, and at hous his youngest son Daniel 
was now fiftoon and well able to do a boy share. With this help 
each day's work was done with order and jwofit, and Samuel sr, was 
able to do vo te some tine and much enorgy to his beloved church. Trae 
dition says that “a fervent piety characterizes the Wheelock Tami ly. u“ 
Yes, some of tie family but uot ull. sauuel Lr. wan che of the fer- 
vently religious wheeloeks., “lie was one of the founders, and one of 
the first Deacons of the Shrewsbury church"*** and is called Deacon 
Samuel Wheelock in the town records of 1727, 1730 and 1732. In 1735 
Cyprian Keyes was chosen in his place as “Deacon heelook bad been 
taken oxf by veauca of infirmity and distraoticn,"**** 

Hie con Gorshom, however, was not one of the "fervently reli- 
gious" Wheclocks. he never attained the dignified title of deacon; 
in fact we find no record of his having joinod the aburch. Hoevyerthee 
leas he was one of the moet important wen of the town. he was a large 
laud owner, a warricr, a whistler, and tradition says, Le "possessed 
a gay and cheerful disposition... He was intensely interested in 
town and military affuirs, and was ins trunental in establishing the 
First Military Co, of Shrewsbury of which be was appointed Ensign. ***** 

At home on tha Country Road hig wife Abigail (Flagg) Wheelock 


was no 16886 busy. Besides the usual tasks done by women of those 
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days, and the care of several small ohildran, she found time to help 
with the work of the church whioh che joined in 1728. lier oldest 
daughter Abigail was then sevens the other children were Patience 

a god 5, Gershoin 2, and Jonathan, a baby of a fow months. This was 
our Jonathan. lie was born September 18, 1727*, and like most child- 
ren of that time was wealthy in relatives. Besides his own brothsrs 
and sisters he had 37 first oousins living nearby, all of whom were 
grandchildren of Deacon suauel he lock. 

These cousins were tha children of Samuel and Huldah (Rige) 
Wheelock, of cphraia and Martha (iwheelock) Pratt, of Israel and iligza~ 
beth (Wheelock) Allen, of Ebenezer und Tamar (Wheelock) Keyos, of 
Eli and Mary (Wheelock) Keyea, of Cyrus and Lois (Wheelock) Wheeler, 
and of Daniel and dachel (Whealock) Willard. Their homes were all 
near Deacon Samuol's, excepting the Eli Keyes and the Israel Allens; 
the former lived in the Second Parish now koyls ton and the latter in 
the south east part of Shrewsbury. It is delightful to record that 
the Isvael Allon farm is still in the possessicn of that Trani ly. 

The present oxnor (1943) Charles E. Allen is a direct descendant of 
Isruel and tlizabeth (hee lock] Allen. 

Gershom and Abigail Wheelock lived on their Country Road farm 
for twelve years, 1720 to 17232, In tho latter year they sold the 
place to Kichard Davenport“ and moved to a new home about one mile 
north of the Mecting House. 

The next eight years, 1732 to 1740, were busy and profitable 
ones for all the Yawily. In the latter year, on Deo. 10, 1740, Deae 


don Samuel conveyed his 100 acre home farm with all the edifices 
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and buildings standing on tho land, oxospting one third part of the 
sawmill to his son Daniel, a man of 32 and unnarried. In return 
Daniel was "to maintain vamuel and his wife Lydia in comfort and de- 
denoy during theiy mtural lige."* That arrangeuent lasted for three 
years and then, on Jan. 2, 1744-45, Daniel hoelock seld 60 ncros of 
tha fara with all the buildings’ to Daniol Willard of jorosster.”* 
And here we are right up against one of those "“suppositions" tat are 
Gi¢ficult to solve and impossible to ignore, as Daniel Willard a 
brother-in-law of Daniel liheolock? Deacon Sumiel's youngest daughter, 
born in 1714, was uaaed nachel. The Shrewsbury records throw no fure 
ther light on tlas girl, but a "Rachel vhgeloak of Vorecaster arried 
Daniel iidllard on March 2, 1743"*** and avd adds perhaps“ the daughe 
ter of Deacon Samuel iiheelook, If so, It oxplainsg all those trans- 
actions relating to the gare of Sumuel ani Lydia ilselook which are 
s0 wordlly reoordsd at the County Court lou in Worcester, i have 
no proof that fiachel (itheelock) Willard was their daughter but on 
buying the karn, Daniel willard gaye a mortgages to Daniel Wheelock 

as a guarantee that he would "naintala and care for Samuel and ydfa, 
the father and mother of the sd Daniel heelock during their natural 
111% % Sunuel was then 80 and Lydia 76 years of ago. They noed- 
ed a daughter's cars, Kaschel was the logical one to return to them 
as ber husband was a “housewright" and builders were needed in 
Shrewobury, whereas the other daughters wore carried to farmers who 
gould not leave their jani and stock. For one year the Willards 


uma intainsd“ Sanuel and Lydia Wheelock in the homestead by ths 1411s. 
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Se ! V. 18, pe 852. 
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Then, on ov. 28, 1745, they sold the place to John Baker“ and the 
mortgage was reoorded ag discharged Doo. 7, 1745." But they dia 
not leave Shrewsbury, and Samuel-and Lydia were still with them, for 
on the same day that they sold the home down by tho falls, the Wil- 
lards bought a farm on the Country Road, and, on Deo. 7, 1745, gave 
Daniol Mheelook another mortgage with the same guarantee "for the 
care and suitable maintenance of Samuel i/heelock and his wife Lydia."** 
The newly purchased farm consisted of 80 acres, 30 to the south of 
the Country Road and 50 with house and barns to the north. It lay 
just east of Middle Brook and west of Caleb Johnson's, which means 
that Samuel and Lydia were back on the Country Road in the house 
built by their son Gershon in 1720, and next door to the "whistling 
house" where they lived wien they first cume to Shrewsbury, 

Samuel was 81 and Lydia 77 when they returned to the Country 
Koad farm with Daniel and Rachel! Willard. It is supposed that they 
died thore sometime betwoen Deo. 7, 1745 and Oct. 12, 1749, because 
on the former date a wortgage was placed on the farm to guarantee 
the care and support of Samuel and Lydia Wheelock, while on the 
latter date, when the farm was sold,*** there was no mention of that 
requirement. 

No rooord has been found of their death and no stone marks 
their graves, but a tradition in the family says that "Deacon Sanuel 
lived to a ripe old age and died in Shrewebury.""*** Their family 


record appears in the following table: 
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- Saauel hee lock warvied Lydia iiioe 
b. Medfield dane 21, 1664/5 v. Sudbury dune 4, 1668 
d. Shrawabury 1745-1749 d. Sheewsbury 1715-1749 


Their children were; 


Gershom b. 1692. married Abigail Flagg at Sudbury, Jan. 1, 1718-19 
d. chrewsbury larch 16, 1770 


Lydia be warriod KA hard ard at sudbury Jan. 1, 1718-19 
Samuel! b. rlboro zy 14, 1696 
married iuldah Rice, at Marlboro, Feb. 15, 1720 
d., Surewabury avril 6, 1756 
Mar tha b. Harl boxo Apr. 1d, 1698 
urried Aphrui Pratt at Shreusbury duly 9, 1724 
d. 


Bligabeth b. Maribvero Apr. 10, 1700 married Israel Allen at chreawe- 
bury Feb. 14, 1728. 


Ge 
Hannah b. arlboro Jan. 23, i701 
Tamar b. Rariboro Mare 2, 1703/4 
married Koenezer xeyes at Shrewsbury July 13, 1725 
d. 
Aar y be Mariboro June 3, 1706 
% , ,] Keyes at chrewebury Oct. 28, 1764 
d. 


Daniel be Haclvoro aus, 10, 1708 bachelor 
d. Hest Koyloton 1786 


Lois be Muriboro Deo. 25, 1710 
married byrus Fuseler ut cbrewsbury May 1, 1746 


ka dhe b. Marlboro Nove 26, 1714 
married Dauilel „11ard at Worcester Mar. 2, 1742 
d. Shrewsbury arch 16, 17 (63) 


Hod field, Voie 

Marlboro, v. 3. 

Sudbury, V. S. 

Probate Kecords, Worcester, abo. 
Shrewsbury, V. 3. 
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Looking bask on those distant ulgelooks, one wonders why the 
nume of tl ph was not gi ven to come of the sua 11 iiheelock boys. Dea- 
con Samuel had three sons and twenty-six grandsons. Not one bore 
the honored name of Mal ph. ‘This soems dtrunge as Deacon sumuel was 
the grandson of tie tiret Ralph. he know that grandfather well. ile 
lived naar him until his twentieth yoar and he aust have rocognized 
the honorable position that his grandfather, zal ph the iioneer, held 
in the town of Hedfle 1d. Howevor, 11 our Shrewsbury family failed 
in this, other wheslooks were more dewted to tradition. ‘There were 
several aalph «shselocks in iassachusetts in the forepurt of the 18th 
Century, perhaps the most notable of whom was al ph of Mention, the 
son of Eleazar and grandson of salph the ¢ilonseye. italph thoelock 
left Mendon, Massuchuseits and setiled in Winiham, Connectlout, where 
he marricd huth liuutingteon of Norwich, Connecticut, and became one 
of tha most prosperous farmers of wWindhan County. Us was the fathor 
of Menzer Wheslusk ths “founder and firet Frasident of Dartmouth 
Collese."” The connection between EIeuzer and Jonathan Wheelook is 


shown as follows: 
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* Bleazar Mueelock by James Pow Meda lun. 
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Chart showing descent of 
Eleazer and Jonathan Wheelock 
from their common ancestor 


Ralph hoe lock. 


5 Wheelock married Rebe coa 


oF eae be Eng land 
d: Hed field, Mase. d. Medfield, Maus, 
Jan. 11, 1683-4 Jan. 1, 1680-1 

Gershom wheolook mn. 1658 Hannah otodder Eleazar wheelook m. li zabe th 
b. England d. Englund be koed field, lass. 
a, Medfield, dass. d. hay 3, 1654 

Nov. 28, 1684 d. Hoed fie 1d, R 

Har. 24, 1730-1 

Sanuel Wheelock m. Lydia Rice Ralph Wheelock m. uth liunting~ 
be Medfield, Hass, b. sudbury, Mass. b. b. 

Jan. Sl, 1664-5 Jung 4, 1668 ; 
d. Shrewsbury, Mass. de Shrewsbury, Kass, d. d. 
between 1745-49 betweon 1745-49 
Gershom Wheelock m. Abigail Flagg Eleazar Wheelock 
b. De be Windham Conn. 

1692 1693 Apr. 22, 1/11 
d. Shrewsbury, Hase. d. Shrewsbury, lass. Vivat ¢resident of 

Har. 16, 1770 Oot. 17, 1762 Dartmouth College 
Jonathan Wheelock mn. Anna Drury 
be Shrewsbury, Mass. ba p. Natiok, Ma 

Sept. 18, 1727 May 11, 1755 (v. 1733) 
d., Cavendish, Vt. d. Cavendish, Vt. 

Oct. 21, 1790 dot, 4, 1802 
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Medfield, V. 8. 

Sudbury, V. 8. 

Shrewsbury, V. S. 

"Eleazar dhee lock“ by Janes Dow MoCallua 

Cavendish Vorsont ‘own Records and Cone tery Insorip tions. 
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WHEELOCK HOUSE, 


Built by Captain Gershom Wheelock 1755-4. 
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In 1762 the Gershom Wheelock family noved from the Country 
Road to their now farm situated about one mile north of the Meeting 
House. Their first purchave in that district consisted of a 70 and 
1/2 acre tract known as Lot Jo. 23“ but Gershom soon added to this 
by the purchase ci a 100 acre lot “from John Keyes asd. and Rahun 
Ward Esq."** This land was a part of the original Sewall Grant and 
was a short distance to the west of his home place, The folicowing 
year he bought two omall lots from Eleazer Rice, one of six and the 
other of two deren Thb six acre tract adjcined the northwest line 
of Lot 25, and on its southern end Gershom built his house, It 
stands there to-day (1942) on the west side of the road, weathored 
dy age but otherwise just au it cama from his hands two hundred 
years ago. Down through the year the Wiheolocks have bought und 
so 1d land in that district but that particulur acreage lying along 
the present road to Boylstcn has been tiheslook property ror 806 
years, passing without a break from Gershom Wheelook's purchase in 
1782 to benry M. tihvelook's death in 1937. ‘The present owner is 
Mr. Hiram Marlow of Shrewsbury. 

The first break in this family came in 1745 when the oldest 
daughter, Abigu 1 1, mirried Daniel sotter and leit shrewebury Lor her 
husband 1 home in Brockiield, Mascachusetts.**** « Lew years later 
David, the oldest bon, marriad Phoebeseseand moved to his own farm 
in Shrewsbury. ‘Sershom Jr. and our Jonathan were still at home. 


They were needeu there as the farm carried auch stock and their 


father wan frequently called away on military duty. 


— OCI ——— — 
* —ͤ—ͤ— — — 


1 Worcester District Registry of Deeds, V. 50, p. 267. 
105 ibid Ve 6, p. 75. 
ao ibid Ve 24, De 286. 


Family cegister by 4ndrew H. ard. 
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To Jona than that house on the road to the North Parish was 
the home he know and loved as a child. He was but five wien the 
family moved there from the Country Road, 80 any memories he md 
of the first house were blurred shadows, undecipherable and quickly 
erased but the new homestead was a strong acd vital haven, warn 
with life and love. It is not surprising, therefore, that when the 
time came for him to settle in his own house he selected a spot 
within hailing distanoe of the dooryard where he played as a child, 

| On September 16, 1746, Jomathan celebrated his twenty-first 
birthday. Three months later he purchased trom Edward Goddard 
"for ten pounds. . „ one cortain tract of upland in chyrewsburyeeece 
containing 6 acres."* That six acre upland tract adjoined lis 
father's home farm at ite southwest ccrnor. 

Two years later, on Ostober 6, 1751, he bought 2 and a 
1/4 acres from Silas love? That lot was on the north east side 
of the home farm and is cal led “the Fine 1111 b urchase“ on Vachni 
Hemenway's map of tho Wheelook property (181%). 

Tom records, then ug now, limited tholr entries to chort 
statecents of events and dates, with no description of the porsons 
nor of the lives they led, so we aro particularly grateful to Col- 
onel Job Cushing (1728-1608) who kepta ta vorn and store at Shreus- 
bury Centor and whose account book“ throws a strong light on many 
of his cuetomers. Colonel Job was a ocntenporary of Jonathan, lie 
knew him well and had great faith in his honesty and industry, for 
the account book shows purchases, charged to Jonathan, and running 


for weeks, sometines Zor mouths. Ibo entry for June 18, 1753 Pads! 


— I a | 


oro ter Diatvict kegistry of Deeds, V. 39, pe 91. 
‘ou ibid V. 36, p. 98. 
Acosount beck of Colonel Job Cushing, in chrewsbury ist. 80010 ty. 
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"Jonathan Mhee lock Dr. to 
1 ya & 1/4 of sballoon at 28 shillings per yd. 
-l atick of silk and hair 
1/4 and 1/2 of buckram 
10 buttons at 4 and sixpence 
3 and 3/4 yas of black silk chalominese 
at 15 shillings per yd." 

Two days later he married Anna Drury, 60 we may safely assume 
that this mterial was to be mde into a wedding coat. It must have 
been a seemiy garment of black silk with shalloon revers, lined with 
buckram and with ten brave buttons down the front. Shalloon was a 
loosely woven twilled gcods mde in Chalons, France, and named after 
that city but sold over the counter in Shrewsbury as Shalloon. The 
"stick of silk ani hair" was possibly used to make decorative loops 
opposite the buttons, as button holes were not in yogus until a 
latex date. 

Jonathan Wheelock and Anna Drury were mrried at Shrewebury 
June 20, 1753. She was the daughter of John and Anna (Gleason) 
Drury and a distant cousin of Jonathan. 

The John Drury farm in Shrewsbury formed the western boun- 
dary of Captain Gershom Wheelook's 100 acre Sewall Lote The two 
farms, Wheelock and Drury, lay there side by side, both carved from 
the original Sowall Grant but now united by those Wheelook and 
Drury kinsmen, for Captain Gershom Wheelock and Caleb Drury, the 
father of John, were first cousins, Their mothers were Lydla and 
Rachel Rice, daughters of Henry Rice of Framingham. As we know, 
lydia Rice married Deacon Samuel Wheelock and her sister Rachel 


married Thomas Drury of Framingham.*** 


* Shrewsbury, v. 3. 
* Middlesex Co. Probate Records. Henry Rice's will, 1710. 
** Sudbury, v. 8. 
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The Drurys were early settlers in Shrewsbury. In 1728 
Caleb Drury bought 162 agres of land in shrewabury from Major John 
Keyes” but we Lave no record that he settled in the town. Use was 
born in j'ramingham Ootober 5, 1688, the son of Thoras and Rachel 
(Rice) Drury“ and was married to Elizabeth Uames Ootcber 10, 1706.** 
Their Ghildren were: 


Josiah born Sept. 17, 1707 
Daniel " April 25, 1709 
John t June 16, 1711 
Caleb " May 28, 1713 
Agena th „ Jan. 14, 1714 
Sseuill "Jane 11, 1715 
Zedekiah " April 20, 1716 
Ebenezer » Oot. 5 1716 
Joseph " Pee, 19, 2720 
Elizabeth "duly 30, 1721 * 


Of these children Daniel and John settled in Shrewsbury, Joseph 

in Needham, and zedekiah in Temple, N. H. Distance did not separ 
ate Zedekiah and Joseph from their Shrewsbury kin as later records 
will prove. Caleb Drury the father died in Framingham in 1733, 
and the following year 14 "widow, Elizabeth Drury, sold land in 
Shrewsbury to Jonas Keyes,"*** In 1749 "John Drury of Natick, cord- 
wainer, bought land in Shrewsbury from Daniel Drury. . 6d land 
bounded on the east by Gershom Wheelook's land,"**** Daniel and 
John were brothers and the latter was the father of Anna Drury who 
married Jonathan Wheelook. 

We have no record of the first hows of Jonathan and Anna 
Wheelock but it is believed that tt stood on the "6 are upland 
tract" which he bought from Edward Goddard in 1749. There was a 
Gellar hole on that lot until some 15 years ago when it was levelled 
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. Worcester District Registry of Deeds, V. 22, p. 28. 

** History of Framingham by William Barry. 

1 Worcester District Kegis try of beds, V. 6, pe £03. 

vont 114d V. Bly p. 323. 
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off by its then owner. Tradition in the family says that "the 
del lar hole Arked the site of a house built by some member of the 
Wheelock fanily."* That menber must huve been our Jonathan who 
owned the land until 1763 when he sold it to his brother, Gershom, 
Ir. From that date until modern tines the little six sore farm 
has been in the possession of Captain Gershom's descendants, who 
411 lived Wither in the old iiheelook homestead or on Boylston ir- 
Gle opposide Wheelock Road and not in the little house on the six 
acre Lot. 
While the exact locality of his first home is Shrewsbury 
may be uncertain there is no ambiguity about Jonathans oalling. 
He was a husbandman“ and as the years passed an expert in all 
its branches. 
Re turning to Colonel Job Cushing 's Account Book we read; 
“July 9, 1753, Jonathan Wheelock br. 

1 pd of raising and 

2 biscukes at 5 shillings and sixpance. 

3 pds ot fish at 4 shillings 

8 milk oans at 12 shillings 

1 pr of neddles at 1 shilling" 
This in our mind's eye shows us a row oi milkers in the barn and 
cakes on the tea table, After several more purchases of muslin, 
lawn, allspice, onions and molassea all at a cost of a few shillings 
sach, he suddenly pays his indebtedne:s, for the entry of duly 13, 
1753, reads "Reod of Jonathan Wheelock in labor 2 pounds 1 shill- 
ing", and in August of the same year Reod of Jonathan Wheelock 
6 pds of lamb at 1 shilling per pound“, and again, a few days 
later, "Keoed of Jonathan dhoelock in full in labor 3 pounds 3 and 


thropence." 


* Traditfon handed down by Luke Morgan Wheelook. (1814-1880) 
** zanusoript in possession of Mr. Hiraa liarlow, Shrewsbury. 
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Ag the months passed we get furthor light on the work done 
on the farm trom Volonel deob's account book. In becerber 1753 the 
entry ready "Resd of Jonathan Wheelock 16 und 1/4 pounds of beef 
at 12 penca per pd." and again Racd in ox work and a horee & 
pounds," 

The same year, 1753, Jonathan and his brother-in-law, John 
Drury "sordwainer", bought a large aoreuge in a new and unsettled 
eection of Worcautur County. The record reads: 

"On Sept 27th 1753 Caleb Dana of Cambridge, HWiddlesoex Co. 
Wags., Joceph dildee Jue cf Lancaster and John Chandler of Worsese 
ter seating as agents for the owners and Proprisvtora of a new town 
in the Co. of torcester called Royalshirese..efor 6 shillings te 
us paid by dehn Drury Cordwainer and Jonathan iiheelcek husbaniman 
both of Shreusbury. . do give unto the sd John Drury and Jonathan 
WNOLOCKs . . 400 eores in the west part of the nen tcwn oY Royale 
BSHITVOr. vee" 

This must have been a real estate venture whieh fortunitoly 
turned out well, for a few months later they sold 100 acres of that 
Royalstiire land to Joseph bush** at a feir provit and in 1762 the 
romining 350 acres went to “Samuel Haws of Vrentham in suf folk Co.” 
for 100 pounds. As the whole acreage cost them 5 ehillings they 
were probably well eatisried, 

Captain Jershon, meanwhile, was giving most of his time and 
energy to military affaires. He had been commissioned captain of 
a military company in shrewsbury", in 1742, and for several years 
ger vod as such in a regiment coumanded by Colonel Nahum Ward, lie 
received his comme sion from Goyernoy Shirley“ on the thirteenth . 


day of. . . in the year 1742“ and was probably one of those 


4 Worcester District Registry of Deeds, V. 34, pe 29. 

2 " 1 a 2 * V. 40, pe 329. 

r nq n " a 4 V. 181, p. 683. 

n photostat of half of tiie original Commission in possescion of 
the author. 
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westorn Masrachusetts men who were “encouraged to scout and range 
on our western and eastern frontiers in quest of the enemy.“ Know. 
ing Captain Gershom aa we do from records and tradition we feel that 
he needed little encouragement to drop all farm work for "scouting 
and ranging on the weutern frontier." 

But he was the owner of several hundred productive acres in 

Shrewsbury and he bolieved in a future for the town. Therefore, 
he felt it was necessary that his sons remain at home and work the 
farm, while he ranged "in quest cf the enemy." So he began to dis- 
tribute his lands between his sons. 

On June 14, 1754 he deeded “to my loving and dutiful son 
Jonathan Wheelock 34 dores of land in Shrewebury."** It was the 
southern part of his 70 acre howe farm and lay directly east of 
Jonathan's six acre lot on which the little house stood, 

One month later he divided his 100 aorg Sewall farm between 
his sons David and Gershom Jr. The former received the westom 
half which lay next to John Drury's furm*** whose house is still 
standing (1942); while to Gershon In he gave the eastern half which 
was nearer the heel ok howestead.**** David was living on his 
and in 1752 and Gershom Jr. had à house on his in Maroh 1754. In 
1762 Gershom Jr. sold his farm in the Sewall Grant to his brother- 
in-law Juke Knowlton and returned to his father's home that he ani 
his wife might care for his mother, whove life was drawing to a 
gloue.***** 


whortly after Jonathan received the 34 aores from his fathor, 


* 


acts and Kecolves of the Province of Massachusetts Bay. Ve 13. 
cre Worcester Distriot Registry of Deeds. V. 38, p. 180. 
Vida ibid V. 41, p. 289. 
1 Manuscript in pobdession of Mr. Hlram liarlow, Shrewsbury. 
My. Hiram harlow, 
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- 84 
he bought from Colonel Job Cushing "three and one quarter thousand 
of shingles at 13 pounds,” They were probably used to fix up the 
Little house, 

iis first son Jonathun Jr. was born February 25, 1754, and 
on that important day Colonel Jobe account book lists Jonathan 
Wheelook as debtor for 

"2 pis of sugar 
2 pds of raising 
and 1 nutmeg" 
In the neat two years the account book shows "“mackeral, salt, 
molasses, sugar, raisins, allspice, alum, copperas, printed linen, 
canbric, pins, pipes and pots“ all charged to Jonathan and all 
paid with: 
"labor at 12 shillings per day 
300 byril hoops at 1. 10.0. 
3/4 of a pound of boeswax at 9 and sixpence. 
Butter at 13 and 6. 
400 hoops at 4.0.0. 
1 amall calf at 1,15.0." 

On March 27, 1755 we read “iteod in full by a note of hind 
Krom Jonathan Wheelogk 44. 15. 11. and on March 87, 1756 ned in 
full in labor 43. 6.2. 

The next 1% years were important ones for Jom than; he was 
preparing to move and he had good practical reasons for so do ing. 
The little house was too anall for his growing family; a daughter 
Anna was born on March 23, 1756 and he wanted more land. Tand near 
his own small aoreage was ei ther not for sale or in small lots at 
big prices. So, in 1762, he went up to the Raweon Grant which was 
situated in the northern part of the First Parish and there, in the 
next few years, he purchased the following tracts, 111 of then 


either in or near that Grant: 
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100 acres from Ebenezer iiadsworth duly 24, 1762 for 118.0, 0,“ 
38 acres from his brother Gershou 8 1763 for 85.0.0,“ 
1763 


5 acres from Phillip Munroe Mar. 17, for 430.0..°°* 
12 acres from Phillip Kunroe sug. 20, 1764 for £54040, °°" 
108 ares 3299 Ebenezer iaduworth some tie between 1767 and 


* 


This gave hin 263 acres in and Ww tie east of the Rawson Grant, but 
he also had his little 45 wore farm south of his father's homestead, 
and unother 50 acre lot acquired in 1759 irom his brother David. 
However, the latter two holdings were both too fur from the new farm 
to be inoluded in its working so he sold then in 1762 and 1703. The 
Smaller farm which adjoined his father's homestead went to his 
brother Gershom Jr., or ruther he exekanged it for a 38 dre lot 
wuich Gershom owned east of the Rawson Grant (see above) und which 
laid east of Jonathan's new land, The exchange price was the same 
for both properties, #85.0.0, and the deeds were dated Maroh 15, 
1763 and warch 17, 1763, respeotively : Whe 50 acre lot bought 
from his brother David in 1759 vas the same 50 deres which 
Captain Gershom gave David in 1764, and was the westerly half of 
Captain Gershom's 100 acre sewall fara, David and hie fumily lived 
there from 1751, or earlier, to 1759, when saddened by the dexth of 
three of his four children he decided to leave Shrewsbury for a new 
home in Hardwick, Massachusetts, where he died in 1604. His estate 
was administered by Lemal Harrington of Hardwick, and it is interest- 
ing to read that besides his home property he owned 100 acres in the 


town of Weston, Windsor County, Vermont.******** 


4 Mordes ter District Kevietry of Deeds, Ve 52, pe 300. 
me ibid Ve 56, De 374. 
* ibid v. 56, p. 375 
3 ibid Ve 56, pe 307 
oc id unrecorded 

URNS 


Worcester District Kevistry of Deeds, V. 56, pe 374 und 
deed in possession of ly. Hiram Marlow, shrewabury. 
r Yoroester District Kesistry of Deeds, V. 56, p. 376. 
*rereee*Probute Records, /indsor County, vermont. V. 4, pe 147. 
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These transactions show the strong sense of kinship that 
existed between the tiheelook brothers. The exchange between Jona- 
than and Gershom, Jr. was nade to round out thelr respective farms 
and was done without thought of profit. ‘The purchase of Dayid's 
property was made by Jonathan to help his brother establish a new 
home in a distant town. On "Oot. 26, 1759 Jonathan Wheelock paid 
David Wheelock housewright" 193.0.0 for his home furm’ and in 1762 
he sold the place to David Palmer of Upton ior 156.0.0.** e may 
andume that 1% was kinship and not profit that motivated the trans- 
agtion, 

In the autumn of 1762 Abigail (Flagg) Wheelock died and on 
May 19, 1764 Gershon mirried Elizabeth Rice the widow of Daniel 
Rice of Marlborough. 

Abigail (Flag) Thee lock was the daughter of Benjamin and 
Experience (Child) Flagg of watertown, where she was born April 
16, 1694-5. Later the family moved to Woreester, of whieh town 
Benjamin Flags was an early proprie tor. He died thore May 
3, 1741, but left no will. His estate was administered by his son 
Benjamin, and the inventory was taken by Daniel Haywood, John Chad- 
wick und John durtis, 


“eeeewhO do apprise the following things shown to us 
by Captain senjanin Flagg idministrator"™: 


"The homested house and barne und 4 akers of 

medo and right in comon . 2918. 0. 0 
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3 Worcester District Rogistry of Deeds, V. 56, p. 376. 
1 ibid V. 48, d. 523 
*** Shrewsbury, v. 3. 

**** story of la tertoun by Henry Bond. 
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(signed) Daniel Heywood 
John Chaddwk 
John Curtis. 

Benjamin Flagg adnins tra tor presented the foregoing and made 

oath that it ocntained a just and true inventory of the 

estate of his late father Benjamin Tlagg." 


Another intereuting record of that estate is here given in 
full as it proves that Abigail (Flagg) Wheelock was the daughter of 
Benjamin and Experience (Child) Flagg. 

“April 25, 1744, Gershom itheelook of Shrewsbury, genticuen 
and 4bigail Wheelock his wife and daughter of Benjamin Flagg late 
OF doroester. os . 0mm. . dead. In considerution of seventy pounds 
old tenor Bills of sd Frovinco to us in hand paid by our brother 
Denqamin Flagg of sd worcester kage ani oldest son of sd Dead. 
The sd Gershom und Abigail in oonsideration as afored, as also for 
the further consideration that the od benjamin Flagg hath taken upon 
himself to support and maintain his hond mother Mrs Experience Flagg 
dur ing her natural lifé so us that the sd Gershom and Abigail heel 


ook nor their heirs cr dur be at any Gharge or oost towards ye same at 
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* Worcester Probate Court Records, v. 2, p. 113. 


fee „ ere er Re 
9. „8, 0 „„ „ 
„. joo „%%% „ „ „„ „6 
90.0. . e @ at > 2 UP. 2 ee 
Oed... a vie * * *+-* „ * i” 


Oaeit.'« © 6 4 © OSL eS we * ke 8 
9550. 24 * „„ a „nee 1 * 
„04. 2 „„ „ en ef ee 2 aoe Ae or ese * 
O. 0. r . es 
9. GT. 0 „% %s D — — ⏑— € #* © 1 © F 9 8 4 42 
* 1 


0. „0. „% „ „ „„ a 


eu? nod oF at n, ‘dhl? Berend ius @ 
gael & dene atze J dad en u 10a dso erb 


n 
„tau aue 


rn e e 


Wann EA, 0 12 a ) otstee 


ai sevia ed ef ne tant to byoost paluotetal eee 3 
to de Hana edd d Aft ! Lisgtds Sand covery +4 ae 10 3 
egeell (ALLO) eometuequs Sas 
ae LT „Ade to We h modared eee 408 Lange“! 4 4 
@sul Sud uma ne Lo totdquebh ano olin etd Apoioeds Clopada Bt 
uod ytcoves to aokduiedlan0d HT .LOOD se o ssi GORYs oo ese 20 
ede od wo ys e Saad wt av of eee bu to e zoned Bie 
ed de 40 mos feeble fun «ped suse be 20 gust ane 
401 oale a@ ano eo nokieieblenco al Ad bas wodazed ba 6 
noqu cedet died ggafl alastasca be and Jimit noten ae 
BDA Sohοe,,,EZe wil eee ene sid alsiatan bas droqgque ot nfs 
Jede Tlanlde bas moduced ba edt said au on nt lend ved 
S$ ome oY abizwes tu00 - ma rout 40 


15 


* Sete 
1 
1 „ Tall 


- 28 « 
any tine horeaſ tor. . . duft claim to him the bd Jenjamin Flaggeees 
411 our rigLts. .. to tue estate. . . both real und personal wimtso- 
ever and wheresoever whereof our hond father the sd benjamin Fla gg 
decd died seized and possessed of as well as what they misht now 
have a right to as alto wiat they mi ght have a right to at tho death 
of the sd “xperfence the widow of the sd decd both real and personal. 
Gershom Wheelook 
Abigail Wieelock* 
Luke Brown 
Joseph Stevens." 

Jonathan and his fanily moved up to the Kasson Grant dis- 
trict in 1762 and by 1764 were well settled on their new farm, The 
Oldest child, Jonathan Jr., was then 10 yeurs old and his sistor, 
Anna, 8. ‘here were also three younger children, Serulah, AEbene zor, 
and Jo tha. 

Thoir house stood by a meadow just south of the ling which 
sepurated the North from the South Far ish. They were 2 miles from 
the churoh, sohool and store at Shrewsbury Center and 3 miles from 
the same necessities at the North Parish Village. The children of 
that seotion could not attend those distant schools, so, in 1764, 
"John Crawford, Asa Harris, Antipass Bouker, Philip Munroe, Joseph 
Bigelow, Charles Bigelow, Blijah Rice, Stephen liastings, William 
Crawford, Levi Goodenow, and Jonathan Wheelock petitioned the town 
for permivsion to draw the money they paid in taxes for schools to 


previde ona for their own distriot."** The petitioners according 


J0 3 statenent by Andrew H. Ward (1847): „ II ved in or near 


the Leg. The Leg was tlat part ef the original town of Shrewsbury 
which laid to the northwest of the Second Parish. It was amputated 
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worcester District segistry of beeas, V. 17, p. Sid. 
hdeteory of shrewobury by sudvew H. ward. 
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from Shrewsbury in 1768 and given to ILencaster. Neither Jonathan 
ihe @lock nor any other signer of the above eohool petition lived in 
the Lege Jonathan Wheelock, Phillip Munroe and Levi Goodenow lived 
in the northeast part of shrawebury's Firet rarish, the other signers 
lived in the southoast part cf the Second Parish, now Boyls ton. The 
Towa granted their request fer a school so that problem was settled. 
Although two miles from the church at Shrewobury Center tie 
family continued their membership in the Congregational 3001 ty 
there. Fron ths church records we learn tint Jonathan and his 
brother Gershom signod the Articles for church governusnt in Hay 
1762. ‘wo years later Jonathan Wheelook und Jedediah Iucker were 
chosen by the church “to set the Pealma in public worship." In 
thowe days the Shrewobury church used the late and Brady Hymnal, 
whioh has been criticised by musicians as lacking in dignified har- 
mony, but it suited the people of Shrewsbury who liked thoir hymns 
set to simple melcdies in which they could all join, So they kept 
that metrical version for many years and later, in 1791, when they 
exchansed it for Dr. Watt's version, they did so with reluctance. 
Those were years of great prosperity for the people cf Shrews- 
bury. In both the North and South Parish, farms were righ and lush, 
They produced more “beef, pork, grain, butter and eggs"** than the 
logal markets could absorb, 80 Caravans were loaded with those 
gomnodities and cent down the Great Road to the waiting Boston markets. 
Besides tho things shioped to Boston, Jonathan sold many small 
items to ths logul otore. Lowever, we do not know wiet Jonathan 
bought or sold between tho years 1756 and 1768, as one volume of the 


Colonial records 18 missing irom the shrenvabury Historical Society 
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* English Hymns by Roundell Palmer, Burl of Selborne. 
** History of Worcester County = Boylston by Poter iihitney, p. 211. (179 
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and that volume contained Colonel Job's account book for those 
ysarse But the record ocntinues in 1769 with the following: 


"Reod of Jonathan sheelock 
April 13, 1769. . 1100 nog shsad hOOpGe . . I. 13. 0 


Ot. 16, 1769. . . 280 10 eee 08.0 
May 14, 1770... 9 and 1/2 pds of veal 0.1. 10 and three penoc 
June 30, 1770.... 700 hogeheads hops. 0. 19.8 3 far. 


Kut. 30, 1771. 4 pds of IJaud .. . . 0. 0. 9.2 farthing e 
ial 31, 1771. . 800 hegshead hoo p.. . . 1. 6. 6. 


Against which he bought: 
‘april 6, 1769 one iron kittle, one felt hat 30.10. 0 


May 1) bushel salt and one gimlet Bed 
May 22 1 ar. do dreasing 4 gat skins 3.6 
May 27 i 2 sithes 11.4 
July 7 4 1 firkin 1.10 
vept. 7 * 6 bunches (blank) 2.10.0 
Oote 5 * 6 qts rum 1 qt molasces 4.1.21 
Deo. 12 0 1 at rum „2 
June 7 1770 1 oracked grins tone 4.8 
duly 1 1778 1 gullon run 1 pd sugar 320 
1/2 dow biecake s 4" 


In those days 
"run was an artiele of thoroughly good standing in New 
Eng land, and a part of every mans diet, whether preucher 
or luyman} as essential at churoh raisings and ordinations 
as on strictly secular oas ions. 
But other things besides produce for the markets were pass- 
ing up and down the roads between Boston, borcester, and the nuner- 


ous little villuges alonz the way. In 1764 rumors and reports cume 
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var tema s Ward, pe 11, by Charles Martyn. 
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to the faruers “or the growing power of that snall group of wealthy, 
interrelated and eoaiully exoluzive familias of Boston that virtually 


n * 


governed the Frovinoe. Those rumors crept into every corner of 


the Commonwealth until oivil war tureatened.*” 


the people were 
sharply divided. On one side were the woulthy classes, the Angli- 
Gan olergy, the lawyers and judges, with the notable exception of 
Artémas Ward, and all thore who syupathised with the English. on 
the other side, in general, were the merchants, farmers, artisans, 
non~Anglicun clergy and a few members of the profena ions. The 
rot group were culled Tories; the sescnd Patriots. “«orceutor 
County had a gocd share of both. 

O 1769 shrenabury was in the center of that storm. Arte- 
mas Ward, soon to beacme the first Cownanderineohief of the smerieg 


gan revolution!“ 


was a beloved leader of the Shrewsbury ratriots. 
Born in that town, toe gon of Colonel Nahwa dard, he wus equally at 
home with the iarmers of sohrewebury and the adams, iiancocks and 
Otis's*****of Boston. 

The first rurish was also happy in unothor leader, the Kev, 
Joseph suuner, beloved minister ot the Congregationsl Church, 
“whog@ influence was always on the side ot the colonists."****** 
But up in the North rarish affairs were different. There the minise- 
ter was deoidedly against the Patriots, as were ohn Crawford, enga- 
min Fiske, Jotham Bush, Solomon Houghton, William Crawfora,******” 


and several others in yarious parte of the town. 
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american Digtionary of Biography, V. 1, b. 96. 

Ar temas ward, pe 83, dy Charleen Martyn. 

808 ibid p. 32. 

Artemus bard, by Charles Martyn. 

4 Family eg later, p. 281, by andrew h. hard. 

„ Old Times in Shrewsbury, p. 68, by Elizabeth Aard. 
r Voroester “Magazine, Ve 2, p. 31 and 

History of Shreusbury, p. 204, by ndrew il, „ard. 
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"The people were scon involved in a most violent and malige- 
nant oontroversy. . saccompanied by the most enyenoned attacks upon 
private character, which often divided families and neighbors.'” 
Unfortunately some of Jonathan's neighbors were among these Jories. 
The Crawfords liyed in the North rurish, not far from the theelock 
farm. Their children attended the same school. It was a most unhappy 
time for those divided neighbors. 

As the tides of bitterness and dissension flung these people 
further and further apart, it became necessary for the mericans to 
have a safe place where they could meet to discuss and plan for their 
immediate needs and future welfare. They found two such havens in 
Shrewabury, one at Colonel (Captain at that time) Job Cushing's 
store, the other at the baldwin Tavern. 

Colonel Job was à Patriot - an active one. From the men who 
met and talked around his counters he gathered « group or volunteers, 
whipped them into a Company, and later mu ronod with them to Lexing- 
ton. They are known in history as Captain Job Cushing's Company of 
Minute Men, from Shrowsbury's let Freoinot. 

Over at the Baldwin Tavern other groups were meeting. Of 
one of these John adams wrote in 17743 

"I stopped one night at a tavern in Shrewsbury, abcut forty 

miles frcm Boston, end as 1 was cold und wet, I sat down 

at a good fire in the bar room to dry my great goat and 

saddle bags till a f1re could bo made in my chamber, | 

There presently came in one after another, half a dozen, 


or half a score, substantial yooman of the neighborhood 


—— —[—U ee ee 


* Woroester Magazine, Ve 2, pp. 217-221. 
** Ha ssachuse tts Soldiers and Sailors in the Revolution. 
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who, sitting down to the fire af ter lighting their pipes, 

began a lively oonversation upon polities, As I believed 

I was unknown to all of them, I sat in total silence to 

hear than. One said The people of Boston are dis tracted.“ 

Anotier answered No yonder. the people of Boston are dis- 

tracted, Gppression will make wise men nad. . . . . Af ter much 

more reusoning in this style, one caid, ‘Well it is high 
tine for us to rebel. . . . 11 wa put it off.. . they will get 

a Strong jurty anong us and plague us a great deal more 

than they can now. n“ 

But in coma other sections of the town the Tories were 
equally vocal. The tides of hate and slander rose higher and 
higher. finally committees were formed to exumine “Whenezer Morse, 
William Crawford, Jotham Bush, Benjamin Fisk (Fish: in other re- 
oo rds), and Timothy Ros: suspected of torytem, while John Craw- 
ford and Solomon Hcughton were listed us political friends of 
Ebenezer Morse. *** 

| Also John Walker and David Bush both of shrewsbury, in the 
County of Worcester were warned not to return to the Stats 

The Comaittees found the first group “to be inimical to the 
oo untry and dangerous persons to reside within the state." Ebenezer 
Morse was contined within the limita of his parish; he had pre- 
vicusly been dismissed in a mary manner from his pulpit by his 
parishoners," 


William Crawford was disarmed and sconrined within the limits 
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* Aytemas Ward, pe 56, by Charles Martyn. 

** Worcester Magazine, Ve 2, p. 332. 

*** History of Shrovpbury, pe 204, dy Andrew H. hard. 
*¥** “Stato of Macscachusetts bunishment Act. 
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of his farm, but the others were allowed to take the esoofla tion 
rest. The War Was on. From shrewubury one hundred and twenty- 
Sight “Minute den“ marched to Lexingion. «Among tiem was a Jona- 
than Wheelock who is listed us u member of Captain Koss kyaan te 
company of artillery. There wore two Jonathan dleelceks in ohrewse- 
bury in april 1775, our Jonathan and iis con Jonathan, Jr. Unfror- 
tunately ths allitary licts give no invormation as to which of 
these Jonathans took part in that expedition. Ferhaps some of 
Deacon Jonathan's descendants in the west may have fumily reoords 
that wili decide this question, Until euch proof is found we ure 

placing Jonathan, Jr. in that artillery company, as it was somposed 
mostly of young men and he was twenty- ono ut that time. 

Among these suhrewebury Minute Men, in addition to Jonathan, 

dre, were Elina than illen, Cyrus Wheeler, Stephen Wheelock and iphe 
raim Pratt Jr., 411 four his cousins. Two were grandsons und the 


other two greatgrandsons of Deacon Jamuel wheelock. Lely rela- 


tionship ds bhown in the followings: 
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* Loyalists of Mac.achusetts, pe 139, by Janes UH. wtark,. 
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Seven months later, on Novembor 20, 1775, Jonathan sold his 
farm and with his family went north to Peterboro, New Hampshire. | 
In Shrewsbury they had a productive farm, a good home, many Wheelock 
and orury relatives, several congenial friends and neighbors and a 
beloved churaohe Why did they leave it a117 

Their farm cared for cows, horses, oxen, sheep, goats, bees 
and chickens. It ruisod grain, hay and vegetables. Some oi this 
produce went to the Hoston markets, and some was traded locally. 
Their crops were valuable and easily converted into money or traded 


2348997 


Their home was the usual unpretentious farm house of those 


for daily necessities. 


days, The present house, standing on or near the cite of Jonathan's 
oid home, and now owned by Mr. Jacobson, was built about 1810. 

There were numerous Wheelock and Drury relatives in the town 
at that period, but of Jonathan's and Anna's immediate family few 
wore then living, as Anna's mother and Jonathan's father and mother 
were dead. 

Anna Drury, the mother of Anm Wheelock, died Nov. 6, 1766. 
She was Anna Gleason, born May 3, 1713, the daughter of Captain 
John and Abigail Gleason of Framingham.** In 1734 she married John 
Drury, then of Framingham, but later of Natick, where their child- 
ren were born. tradition in the family hag much to say about 
Captain John Gleason. iis memory was revered by his children and 
grandehildren, he died in framingmm Way 9, 1740,“ and thirty- 
four years later, in 1774, his granddaughter Anna (Drury) tiheelock 


named her younzest son, John Gleason Wheelock. 


* Drury Death Book, Ne E. Historical & Goneulogical iegistur, 1911. 
** History of Framingham, by William Barry, 
*** Natiok, Church Records. 
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dgobn Drury, the father of Anna wheelock, left Shrowsbury 
shortly alter the death of his wife and in 1767 married, at South- 
borough, the widow, Thankful Horn. Thankful Drury died in 1770 
and John married again in 17/1. His third wife was Abigail olf 
of Consord.”* John and Abigail then returned to Shrewsbury where 
she joined the church in 1772, "from that in Coneord."** John died 
in Shrewsbury sometime between 1780 and 1784, as, on August 28, 
1780, “John Drury, yeoman, of ShrewsburyesoscOONVOYSeoeetO ny son 
John Drury Jun. of sd Shrewsbury, gentleman. . Ill those tracts 
which I now possess in Shrewebury, while on March 1, 1784, 
when "John Drury, gentleman, buys land in Gmrewsbury" he is no 
longer listed as John Jun."**** 

John Drury, "gentleman", the brother of Anna Wheelock, was 
an officer in the Ravolution and is called th the records "Captain 
John. le lett Shrewsbury shortly before 1790 and settled in 
Franconia, UH. h., where he died Muy 23, 1808 in tho 7drd year of 
hig age,"**"*” 

48 we know, Jena then “heelook's mother died in 1762. iis 
futher died March 16, 1/770. Captain Gershom's will written 


January 12, 1770 gavel 
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2 Southborough, V. 8. 

aN Shrewsbury, vhurch Records. | 1 
4 Forester District Registry of Deeds, Ve 85, Pe 239 
2 ibid v. Vl, Os Bete 


%%% z, k. Listorical and Gonealogioul Register, V. 83, p. 254. 
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“unto slizaveth, my well beloved „11e, in lieu of 
hor right of dower all tat zatate wuich she brought 
to we at aarriave and in case she survive we, I give 
her 4 pounds to be puld hor by my executer at the 
tine she moves out of my Muntion housee I give to 
my son David theelock 4 pounds to be paid him by 

° my exocutoy in 2 years after my desease. I yive 
to my con Jonathan Wheelock 4 pounds to be paid 
him by my execulor in 2 years after my death. I 
sive to my daughter Abigail Potter, one bed with ye 
—4 81 — that was ler mot bers with all ye Pewtor that 
shall be in the house ut my decease « which was her 
mothers. I give unto my son Gershow wWheclockeeces 
411 the remainder of my estate both real and personal 
provided he pay my debts und ye legacies aforsaid and 
decently bury me after my deceases And I do appoint 
my son Gershom my sole exeautor." 

(51 gnod) 
"Gershom „he elock“ 

"Vdward Flint 
Caleb brur y 
Artemus Ward" 


"Worcester, April 9, 1770 ar tenas Ward eg and Caleb 
Drury two of ye witnesses to the foregoing will ap- 

peared and made oath that they saw Gershom heel ock, 
the testator, sign, and heard him publicly pronounce 
tha within instrunent to be his lust will." 

It do interesting to know that the witnesses to Captain 
Gershom's will were, irt, Udward Flint, the beléved local doctor 
and army surgeon and the ancestor of tie well known physicans, 
John and Austin Flint, of Boston and New York, second, Artemas ard, 
the celebratod Major-General of the Revwlution, and, third, Caleb 
Drury his cousin, und neur neighbor, all thrve of Shrewsbury. 

After the death of Captain Gershom, his son, bearing his 
father's name, bec.me the owner of the homestead on the North Fare 
ish Road. In 1757 he married Susanna, daughter of Deacon Ezekiel 
Know i ton. Their oldent son, Asa, corved in the evolution as a 
member of Captain John Maynard's Company in Colonel Job Oushing's 


re 


Regimen t. Aga Wheelock mrried Lucy Maynird in 1788“ and 
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* Worcester Frobate Records, V. 11, pe 147. 
* Family Register by Andrew hi. Ward. 
8 Massachusetts 301diers and 34110 6 in the Revolution. 
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shortly ufter tiey leit chrewsbury icr a new home in sardsboro, 
Vermont. Gershom's daughters, susanna and Abigail, married Barlow 
Carpenter and Daniel liarris respectively, and with their husbands 
aloo settled in iiardsvoro.” The third daughter, Zlizabeth, married 
John Riese und later removed to Dover „ Varmont. The fourth 
daughtor, Martha, never married. She had a snAll farm of her own 
just east of the furm hor father once owned in the ~ewall Grant, 
But there was still ono ecm left at bome, naued Gersnom, whose 
decoendants continued at the old homestead until 1957. 
| When Jonathan sold hie farm to Ebenezer Mann of lancaster, 
the deed called for: 

"one certain truot of land in Shrewsbury containing 

220 acres with a dwelling house and barn. . . . Bound ed 

as follows, Beginning at the corner of sd fheclook 

and Whenezer Cutler's land.. then scuth by sd Cutler's 

land.eesethen by a way leading to the moeting house 

then turning east... then north to a spring of water 

ecoethon tO A way. . . tbon by Ross Wyman's land. 

then by Captain Joseph Biglo and Job Cushing's land 

eosothon north to the N. %½. lins of the farm called 

nosine farm. 

| November 20, 1775 
(signed) Jonathan hee ock 
Anna dhe ol Ok“ 
Stephen Parker 
Evenezer wheelook 
The 220 acrse conveyed to bbeno zor Mann by this davd did not 
include the $8 deres donatban bousut Crem his brother Gershom in 
1763, nor the 5 ucres Iro rhillip Munrce in 1705, ‘These two tracts 
(tiie 38 and tie 5 ares) were east of the main property and uo re- 
cord has been ound of their sale by Jonathan. 
iio do not know the exact time when the ramily left chrewsbwry. 

Aecording to ward “the parents with their seven children removed to 


Peterboro, H. H., in 1775."*** On this evidence they must have cone 
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* Family Register Dy Andrew H. dard, 
** Worcester District Registry of Deeds, v. 139, p. 170. 
**¥ Family Regictsr by Androw He Sard. 


—— — 


— OR COTS — EM 


oredeiise af eed won uw tos YEUdanes 
„ee bekzsam ,Llbagads daw mae eee 
abasdait ated? % . daw optoratcoqaen ists deus boa 
Dez Hd en bai att * „nb oA belezeb 6 
aun, efT „eee, v0 e be ree r nel Sina do 4 1 
nee Jed to wet TTA d Bal ote enen goren aden. 
„nene Laue oot al bonwe enue teres ae ret ead 20 28 6 
esgdw en De νν ou Rohe 9 eng Lhase sow 107 
Let 11% ace bho abs 42 bouat? aoe aie 
„ease te dan, A Un ‘ot eat ata 5 ast a,, wou 
3 1201 deres dood 6 

an ta tan οο ysidewsige: wi un 70 18 ald eno” 

De bab, „ „st ban uon gut lend @ t e seapa 083 
fooleeds a to enn en d gaianiaei .ewolie® et 
u 20% Da ye ud NOI. e wi 1 5 0 te Drin 
„ „„en gulréon ‘Sif ad bse yuw eo Ud ads e baal 
rot lo une „ o¢ udn Neat „ setae gitawd mods 
ae 6 „ auok * Nets. „ „Ne A OF gase 

Ban wo ata 357 bau ogi ee nee yO e 
helleo mini odi 40 H seh ae ot 1 0 A ee 


„ TR 
Aver „%o redweyuil 
aaogeeu mcitwot eee 


oe een An 
nen moudqgete 
A100 lens teoxsneva 


vw 


Soa Sib Seeh olud Yd Gas! sesenedd oF Deyovaue seaoe OSS oT 7 
ai meuante sedford afd most aged sud ob an 08 ed? 2 
n ows weer ee al eee giiitds mori cote @ odd aon or 
en bus eee alan ait to wee oxew eee ee daw us uit} 
„AE, An. vd elas ately Lo uu need sus J 

sYudaverds 10 yt tent aur sous onde 0 a „ona ton ob eli 
ov Dehn M h neves sleds ud iw a0 age bas ot oF 


(mee | 
enoy eved dum den one Bye 61% nO ***" ayes at 2 2 


— — 


1 45 « 


in late November or December of that year, as on Novewber 20, 1776, 


1 * 


Jonathan Wheelock is called of hreusbury. Also if they wont to 
Peterboroush at that time thotr oldest son was not with them, as in 
December 1775, Jon than heelcek Jr. was lying dosperately sick of 
smallpox in Arnold's camp near \ueboc,”* 

With tho farm sold, several busy days wore spent packing up 
tie artioles that wore to be taken with thom, and disposing oi the 
rest. ihen Jonathan und inna began the long ride nor thward to their 
new Lome in vetervcroucgh, how Hawpshirs, With then were their six 
Ohildren, anna aged 19, seruiah 17, wtvenezer 15, Jotham 12, Joueph 


Drury 6, and John Gieacon 1 year and 9 months old. 
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Routes followed by 


Jonathan wheelock 


between 


Shrewsbury, Mass. and Cavendish, Vt. 
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Chapter 111 
Peterborough, New Hampshire 
1775 = 1779 


To Jomtlan and Anna everything in Vveterdorough seemed 
strange. The houses and faras, the town, the people, and the church - 
411 were different from the old familiar life in Shrewsbury. They 
thought it unwise to settle permanently in the town until they felt 
more at home in their new surroundings. so they rented a farm with 
its house and barns, and the spring work was started. It vas the 
year 1776. 

Their neighbors were moatly Seotch Presbyterians, kindly and 
helpful, but with a strange burr to their apesch. Very few of them 
were descendants of tis od puritan inglish stock, and thore was no 
Congregational chureh in tne town. At tiat tlie the rresbyterian 
ohuroh in Now England was at its apex. In leu Hampshire it had ine 
creased from five churohes in 1760 to twenty in 1774 and the veter- 
borough ohuroch was one of the twonty.* It probably served both 
groups as we are told that "Congregationalists admired rresbyterian 
mathods.” Unfortunately the churoh records were destroyed by fire 
in 1791, 30 we know nothing of Jonathan's and Anna's spiritual lite 
during the years they spent in Peterborough. His mme, howsoever, 
appears on the town and military records of those days, 

Early in 1775 an organization called Asuceciates was started 
in the colonies "for the purpose of promoting opposition by arms to 


11 * * 


England's aggression. The Associates wero governed by comnlttocs 
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Aer i0an Churoh History 301%, Ve 6, p. p. 48, 49. 
** Loyalists in the American Revolution, p. 76, by C. He Van Tyne. 
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~ 43 « 
whose primary object was to obtain the signature of every man in the 
colonies to a paper oglled the Assoolation Test. These papers, when 
bigned, were practically militia vrolls* which bound the men to sorve 
their country when und wiiere called. 

Every town und district had lis Committee of Assoelates also 
called Committed ci surety to which the Continental Conzress early 
guve its approval.”* On June 17, 1776 eighty-four Peterborough men 
signed the let among whom was donmathun “Whellook"* **(Whoelock),. 

Durin: the bum or and autumn of 1776 tho family were ull to- 
gether in the nau home. Jonathan dr. returned from Canada in Juno.’**** 
He was weak and scarred from illness, had lost the sight of one ge, 
and for weeks could do no work on the farm. however his younger 
brothers, ibenozer and Jotham, aged 16 and 13, respectively, did their 
share, while his sisters, anna 20 and zeruiah 18, acsisted their 
mother in the care of the house and the two onall boys; Joseph Drury 
was then 6 and Jolin Gleason 8 years old. 

As the summer pacsed the garden showed long rows of Indiun 
corn, peas, punpking, (tien called pompians) and perhaps pota toos. 

The farm was proving its worth and the houwwe was becoming a home. 
They decided to buy tie property. The deed, signed July 17, 1776, 
reads as follows: 
"I John laggurt of Sliptown, Hillsborough Coe U. . 
for 200 pounds to ne paid by Jonathan heel ook of 
Peterborough, NelisesedO give, grant. .. . unto the sd 
Jonathan Thoel ock. . . all that certain farm with all 
the buildings theraonmeseelying in Petarborouszheaee 
bounded as follows? westerly on tho higimay or street 
leading from William Robb's to hugh Gragge, northorly 


on Lot 99 now in possession of sd Hugh Gragg, easterly 
on the hi haay leading from David stoeles to the north 
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Loyalists in the American Revolution, pe 76, by 0. He Van Tyne. 
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end of the town and southerly on the highway from 

d Steslas to sd Robbes . . . 41d farm bein; the preme 

ises I purchased from my nonor ed father John Taggart 
and sumuel Cunninghum and being the premiges now in 

the pos@seuuslon of the od Wheeloek containing 130 


. GCr os; 
Janes Hour ton (signed) July 17, 1776 
Ius Mi tohe 11 John luggart. 


Perhaps this deed throws some light on Jonithan's selection 
of Peterboroush ior 4 new howe. It reuds "I, John Vugyart of vlipe 
town, Hillsborough Co., H. li. Sliptown was the name given to the 
land lyin scuthsact of leterbo rough and in fact it was ulso g.lled 
Feterborough clip. But these nines hive long sines disappeared. 

The Sliptown of John Tagzart'’s dacd is now kuown to us as the lovely 
town of Temple. Une of it's leading citizens at that tine was 
Zedekieh Drury, the brother of John and Daniel Drury of vhrewebury, 
Aas achusetts, and the uncle of Anna (Drury) Wheelock of Peter- 
borough, New hampshire. Zedekiah Drury was one of the early set- 
tlers of Temple. he was the town's 11 rst selectmun and one o the 
twenty charter members of the town's firet church. Holding these 
positions it is safe to aucune that he was well kacwn to his fellow 
tomsmon, one of whom was John Taggart. and it is possible that 
Zedekiah Drury was the one who brought John Tasgurt's farm to the 
attention of Jonathan wheelock, his nephew by darriage. 

From Peterborough to the village of iemple the distance ua 
the bird flies 1% about six miles, but the usual New hampshire moune 
tain separates the towns, so tlat u much lonser mileaze had to be 


taken when Jonathan and anna went visiting their Drury rolutives. 
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* Hiutory of Temple, N. H. by denry mes Blocd. 
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Temple has not forgot ten her valiunt pioneers. On the Com- 
mon a monument has been erected in their honor and among the names 
insoribed is that of: 
Captain cedekiah Drury. 
First selectuan. 
served in the French ar 1756-1760, 
A man beloved by all." 
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the winter of 1777 saw the family comfortably settled in 
their new home but Jom than Jr. with restored health, was again 
looking towards tue army. In February he enlisted in the Firct 
Regiment of the Nsw Hampshire Line, That same year his father 
also served as ud volunteer in the militia, but as the New Hampshire 
Revolutionary Rolls ignored the helpful terms senior and junior 
when describing the services of these men, much oonfusion might 
exist as to which one went to Visomisrogza, or saratoga, or khode 
Island, were it not for the jension records at the National Archives 
in Washington. There we read that “on the 14th day of April, 1618 
„% dona than Wheelock of Cavendish, in the State of veruont . 
aged 65. „ declared. . tlat ls enlisted in re terborough, Ne B. in 
February in the year of Our Lord 1777, in Captain William Seotts 
Company, Colonel Joseph Cilley's Regiment. . . „ being the First Regi- 
ment in the New Hampshire Lins „ and that he served for three 
yoarseeeeand that he the said Jonathan continued to serve in the 6d 
Corps until the expirution of sd term of three years when he was 
honorably dis charged from the service at bet Point, M. 1. ‘The 
Jonathan wWheclook who served for three yeurs in the First keginent 
of the Now Hampshire Line was Jonathan Jr. as Jonathan ore died in 
1798, twenty years before this soldier applied for a pension. 

Jonuthan Wheelock Sr. served as corgeant in the Peterborough 
militia in 1776. The following year, 1777, he joined Captain 
Alexander Robbe's Company in Lt. Colonel Heald's xeziment, and on 
dune 29 marched from New Hampshire to relnforce the gurrison at 


Ticonderoga. „hen they urrived at "No. 4", now Charlestown, B. II., 


RON: tne SC ee 
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*** Peterborough Men in tho Revolution, pe 112, by Jonathan Smith. 
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2147 
they received word from Castleton, Vermont, that Ticonderoga had 
fallen. Capt. Rovbe's Company then returned to Kindge, NM. H., wae 
there disbanded, am Jonathan Sr. reached home July 3, having been 
gone five days for which he was paid 41.15.10.“ 

From duly 3 until the latter part of september he was at 
home and working hard gathering his crops. Then in September 1777 
came the call for volunteers to aid Gates and Arnold at Saratoga 
and on tho 28th of that month a body of men marched from New Ipswich, 
New Wampshire, to Stillwator, near saratoga, New York, where the 


*% 


Amerioan Army was enosanped. Jonathan Wheelook sr. vas one of 


those volunteers. He was a member of Captain Edmund Briant's Come 


*** and this time there was 


pany, Colonel Daniel Moore is Regiment, 
no turning back at "No. 4." The men went on to Benning ton and from 
there to the encampment near Saratoga. His travel slip shows that 
he was paid 3 pance per mile from New Ipswich, N. H. to Bennington, 
Vermont, but there is no mention of pennies paid or promised for 
the travel expenses from Bennington to Saratoga. That he did go 

on to the battle field is proved by his return slip which reads 
"travel from caratoga to home." Jonathan was discharged Ootober 
25, 1777, and was paid #6.19.0 for 26 days service plus an addi- 


t10 41 #8.10.5 ior travel. 


It 10 interesting to know that Jona- 
than r. and Jr. both took part in this battle, the father as a 
volunteer and tha son as a soldier of the Line. 

That same year, 1777, Jon than was appointed a member of 
Peterborough's Comaittee of Safety. With him on this important 


— — ate nee 


* H. He State Papers evolutionary Kolls, Ve 15, p. 101. 
** Decisive Battlos of the World, pe 311, by Edward Shepherd Creasy, 
Si N. H. State Papers, Revolutionary Rolls, V. 15, pe 357. 

ibid 
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48 
board were John white und Robert Grey. The authority vested in suoh 
comuittees varied. in the diflerent golonies, In some of thom "it was 
so absolute and the administration so despotic, that the Tories them 
selves were soon driven to take up the ory for libortye"** We find 
no record that the Now hampshire Gommittees were in that class. In 
one respect, howaver, the powers given the comaittegs were the dane 
in all distriote und that zue their control of the Tory groups or 
persons in their coununity. 
In 1778 Jonathan cre again enlisted, this time in Captain 

Samuel Cunningham's Company, Colonel Enoch Hale's liegiment of Volun- 
teers, which marched from the State of New Hampshire in august and 
joined the Continental Army in Khode Island. Captain Cunningham 
lived in vreterborough, and several of the men of his Company were 
from that town. Among tho names listed on his pay roll we 11nd: 

William Melee Bergt. 

Charles Stuart 

Charles white Corpl. 


Adam Gregg rrivate 
JOnathan dheelook N 


John Bluir 
wdlliam tioCoy My 
Isiah Taylor 18 


James Cunninghan " 
Michael Woodeook " 


John Morrison 5 
Joseph Miller 1 
John Gregs i 
James White 5 


David ahite He 
Churles lMoCoy 5 
home omith 4 
samuel Caldwell g 
q ohn Tagzart 3 
varmel Houston e 


The ubove men enlisted August 10, were diseharged August 26, 
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History of : sterborough by Jonathan Snoithe 
The Loyalists in ths American Revolution, p. 66, by Ge U. Van Tync 


Ne lie Stata Papers, Revolutionary Kolls, V. 15, pe 538. 
1 ibid 
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and were jyaid for 21 days service, plus an additional allowanoe for 


"114 miles of travel out and home. 


The home in this case was Peter- 
borough. 

In 1779 Jonathan Wheelock was chosen seleetman for the tom, 
but he did not serve the full tem as on "July 15, of that year he 
601d his house and farm of 130 acres in Peterborough to dedekian 
Drury of Temple” and with his family moved to Townsend, Hiddlesex 
co., Massachusetts. The Zedekiah Drury who purchased the house 
and farm was the con of Uncle 4edekiah of Temple, NM. H. who died “in 
1777 in the service of his oountry. ““ zedekiah, the son, did not 
settle in Peterborough, he held the farm for a few months only sell- 
ing it on Oct. 21, 1779 to Samuel Gordon. Jonathan and his 
family spent three and a half years in le terborough, but those were 
war years, 1776-1779, and it is as soldiers of the Revolution that 
Jonathan Wheelogk and his son Jonathan Jr. are remembered in the tom. 
Theiy descendents way look with pride on these records, especially 
when they know that Jonathan or. was fifty years of age when he sery= 
ed as a volunteer at the battle of Saratoga and fifty-one when he 
marohed with his Peterborough frienis and neighbora to join General 
Sullivan 's army in khode Island, The revelutioncry service cf 


fatbor and son ure shown in thu following tabies 
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N. H. State Papers, Kevolutionzry Rolls, V. 15, pe 538. 
Hillsborough Co. N. RH. Registry of Deeds, V. 74, p. 221. 
History of Temple, N. u. p. 104, by Henry Anes Blood. 
% vies Etta M. Smith, Pe torborough, Ne He 
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Revolutionary Service 


OEM - 
Deacan Jonathan Wheelock 

ö 

* 

8 

7 

0 

1776 


Served as "sargent in the 
Peterboro, N. E. Miliaty." 


June 29, 1777 
Enlisted in Capt. A. Robbe's 
Co. Marched to "No. 4", 
served 5 days. 


Revolutionary Service 
of 


Jonathan Wheelock Jr. 


April 19, 1775 
Marched to Lexington. 
Capt. Ross Wyman's Co. 
of Artillery. 


Sept. 19, 1775 
Enlisted in Arnold's expedition, 
marched from Newburyport, Macs. 


Nov. 8, 1775 
Arrived opposite Kuebec. 


June 1776 
Returned to Peterboro, N. I. 


Feb, hi eA N 
Enlisted in Capt. Wm. Scott's 
Co. Gol, Joseph Cilley's First 
Regiment in the N. H. Line, 


for a term of 3 yrs. 
9 
Sept. 28, 1777 . 
Enlisted in Capt. E. Briant's „ 
Co. Marohed to Saratoga, . 
served 28 days. . 
@ 
1777 ® 
A member of the Committee of 9 
Safety for Peterboro, N. H. * 
: 8 
Auge 1778 ® 
Enlisted in Capt. 3. Cunning- ® 
ham's Co. Marched to Rhode ° 
Island, served 21 days. ; 
® 

Feb. 1780 


Honorably discharged at West 
Point, N. . 


July 8, 1780 


— — — 


N. H. Revolutionary Rolis 


Enlisted at Townsend for 6 
months in the Continental army. 
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Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailers in the Revolution. 
Pension Records, Wational Archives, Washington, D. C. 
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HOME OF JONATHAN WHEELOCK IN PETERBOROUGH, N. H. 1775 = 1779. 


The genealogy of this farmhouse may be set forth thus: * 
John Taggart to John Taggart Jr. March 11, 1761 
John Taggart to Jonathan Wheelock July 17, 1776 
Jonathan Wheelock to Zedekiah Drury July 15, 1779** 
Zedekiah Drury to Samuel Gordon Octe 21, 1779 
samuel Gordon GP oth Gordon Oct. 16, 1812 
John Gordon to (unknown) — 

John Steele to Ethan Hadley Nov. 12, 1825 
Conveyance to Samuel Weston not yet found 

Samuel Weston to Dalphon Osborne Nove 9, 1870 
Dalphon Osborne to Milton E. Osborne Apr. 11, 1883 
Milton E. Osborne to Sarah Fulton Jan. 20, 1900 
Sarah Fulton by will to Eddy F. Fulton 


Eddy F. Fulton to Joseph A, and Blizabeth 
A. Morse dot. 21, 1912 


22 Miss Etta M. Smith, Peterborough, N. E. 
* Hillsborough County Registry of Deeds, Nashua, M. H. V. 74, 
p. 221. 
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Cha ptor IV 
oneERD, WAGSACHUSETTS 
1779 = 1782 


The Townsend fara was purchused July 15, 1779 the deed for 
which reads! 
"T, Relief Wallies of Townsend in the County 
of Middlesex Commonwealth of Masrachusettsrees 
tor tha sum of 1750 pounds. . . . to mo paid by 
Jonathan heel ook ef Peterborough, New Lamp 
Shire. „ ede GiVGecoeunto the sd Jonathan one 
cortoin plese of land in Towncend,,.ss,oontein- 
ing 90 agradeeesbounded by land of Antipuss 
Bartlett, Captain Taylor and Aes Heald, 
(signed) the lith day of duly 
in the 4 year of the Independence of 4morioa 

Relief Wallis,” 
2edekiah Drury 
Levi Gatehell. 

We have no record of the exact locality of this farm, but 
it was probably in the northeastern vcection of the town, somewhere 
near Wallis Brook, where one or more of the Wallis farms were 
situated, 

Again we see the rame of Zedekinh Drury, whioh, coupled with 
his purohase of Jonathan's Peterborough farm, shows the interest 
and affeotion that existed between these two families, Fifteen 
miles stretched between their homes in Towple, N. H. and Townsend, 
Massachusetts, but visits ware made wher work ani roads permitted. 

This section of Middlesex County was net unknown to Jonathan 
Wheelock, lie passed through it en his way to Peterborough in 1775, 


and again in 1776 when he returned to hrevsbury for a short visit. 


—— — 
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“ Middlesex Co, Mass. land ivoords, Vs G1, p. 437. 
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During the visit be paid two small bills which hs c7ed. Ons to 
Dr. Edward Flint and the othe: to Colonel Job Cushing. In the ace 
count dock of the Loruex we read: Jon than Wheelock paid in full 
December 7, 1776."* Four days later Jona than visited Colonel Job 
Gushing's store und tue entry in Colonel Jobs acc unt book for that 
Gate reads; ‘“Devenbsr 11, 1776 received in fuli in cash frem Jona- 
than Wheelock six shillings, eight pence two farthings."** ere 
w6 have at least two journéye mide by Jonathan through Middlesex 
County in 1775 and 1776. Leisurely horseback trips they were which 
gu vo him time to see the country and meet thse people. Furthermore 
there were at 1ezst two first cousins whose homes he might visit on 
the way, those of Zedekiah Drury at Temple and . Timothy Whveelook at 
Kew Ipswich, both in New Hampshire. Timothy was the son of Sanuel 
Wheelock Jr, and the grandson of beacon Samual of Shrewsbury, Massa 
sausetts, Tinothy wheelosk and Sarah Rand wore married Ceteber 22, 
1747 in Shrewsbury where tiviv eight chi d ren were bern. In 1788 
they removed to lieu Ipswich, New Hampshire, which was about ten 
miles north of iVownsend, so Jom than and inna had Shreusbury kins- 
folk near them wien they settled in their naw home. 

#ita them in that home were the 1 secoui daughter, ceruiah, 
and their three youngest boya, dotham, Joseph Drury and John Gleason. 
The other children wore scattered. 

In 1780 Jona than Jr. enlisted for a term of six months as 
one of Townsend's wen for the Continental Araye This time there is 


no doubt as to which of tie Jonathunsa went to wax, The record 


— 


—— — — A a 


5 Dr. kdrard Iint te iagount Sook, in possesvion of Mr. Hiram 


Harlow, Shreunbury, asschuse tts. 

Colonel Job Cushing's sccount Book in Shrewsbury, Massachusetts 
Histotioal Sosiety., 

**** History of Kew Ipswioh, N. He by Frederick Kidder. 

*** Shrewsbury, Masse Ve 8. 
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reads: Jonathan Fuse look also given Jonathan Jr., age 25 years, 
stature 5 ft. 8 in., Gomplexion light, marched to camp July 9, 
1780,"" 

Anna, their oldest daughter, was teaching school in the 
neighboring town of Ashby. She was then (1779) twenty-three years 
old. In Miss Priest's manusoript of the Drury fam iy it is stat 
ed that Anna (Drury) Wheelock the wife of Jonathan Wheelock was the 
Ashby sehcol teacher but until further procf 19 found ve are place 
ing the daughter Anna In that position at isghbye 

Ebenozer the second son, aged 19 in 1779, probably romained 
in reterborough, as on dung 27, 1701 kEbenezer theelock of Feter- 
borough bousit Pron 

Jvothan Blanchard of Peterborcugh in the 
County of [illeborough, State of New Hamp- 
Gre... ö fer sixty pounds... one cortain 
Lot... . oon tal ning 100 ares. . 4t being 
Lot Ro. 1 at the southeast ocrner of ad. 
feterborough, 
(signed) £7 of June 1731 | 
dotham Blanchard“ 
Janes Cunningham 
Peter Hall. 
as Ebanezer was born on June 4, 1760, he was, at the time of this 
purchase, just 21 years or ae. 

In 1779 the Yarms and houses in lownssnd weve widely seate 
tered, and there was but one village in the townshipe This was 
dal led Townsend Harbor or The Harbor, and was situuted in the east- 
ern section of the town. In thoue days the term Harbor wee cone- 
tines given to now settlements far from the cea ooact and having 
no Gconnedtion with nautical thing. For those first settlera it 


meant a haven, a place of refuge, wheres they cast anchor and oune 
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Maucachusatts soldiers and Sailors in the Revolution. 
Tho Drury famiiy by Kise Alice Priest in the Now England 118 
torical vociety. 

hidllsbcroush Co. ile ike Rogiutry of Deeds, Ve 9, p. 187. 
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to rect after the journey trom their old homes. There were three 
villages called harbors in that part of New England, namely, Mason 
Harbor and Dunstable Harbtdcr in ew Hampshire and Townsend harbor in 
Massachusetts. In other parts of the country new settlomente were 
sometimes culled The Landing, tut the symbolical referonoe was the 
Same. 
On January 1, 1781 Jona than bought another parcel of land in 

Townsend, à small acreage adjoining his farm, The deed reade! 

"I, Daniel Taylor of Townsend, Middlesex Co. 

Has SAhuse tts. . for eight pounds to ma paid 

by Jona than Wheelock of Townsendees do give 

unto the ed Jonathan. . . one certain piece of 

lung in Touns end. . . . it being the northwest 

oofner of sntipass Bartlet's land. Then north 

cn sd. Wheelook's land.... thon westerly to 

Taylor's land. . centalnlng aight acres. 

(signed) this 1 day of January 
in the fifth year of the Independence of «america. 
anne Domino 1781" Daniel iaylor. 


Hinchman warre 
asther iaylor. 


Life in the Townsend home seems to have been one of constunt 
ohange. On December 2, 1780 Jotham, the third son of Jom than und 
Anna, went to Lunenburg and enlisted in the army giving his age as 


4 
* This was u slight exagerution as he was but seven- 


eighteen years. 
teen years und three months old whan he was accepted as a soldier 
in the Continental Line. 

The following day, December 3, Jom thun Jr. returned from 
the army with his honoruble discharge, laving then completed the 


* He did not remain 


six months service tor which he volunteered. * 
at hoxe however but settled in xaby, New hampshire, just over the 


ling irom ‘ewnssnd. 


* Middlesex Co. Massachusetts, segistry of Deeds, V. 66, p. 524. 
** Massachusetts ~-oldiersé nd sailors in the mori dan kevolution. 
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en april „, 1781 weruiah the second daughter of Jona thun 
und Anna Whoelock married Jom than Cennick, and jor a short tine 
lived in kaby, N. 1. At home with the la rents wore the two young- 
est boys Joseph Vrury and donn Gleusen,. 

Jonathan wsheglogk's conaection with his chureh in Tows- 
send seemed to have buen d happy one. In 178. he was appointed deae 
don of the “Orthodox Congreygativnal church! , which had lor its 
pastcy the eve amusl Dix. hr. Dix did not confine his winistra- 
tions to iownsend but visited the neighvoring districts which 
were “without Lenerit of Glory and baptised, mrried, und buried 
those who needed ide spiritual aid, Jils pastorate has been culled 
"one of good teeling and donor. 

But vonithan's ecnnection with this churoh did not last 
long. lle was looking at Larne in the neighboring town to the 
west und his ohilirgn wore on tha movee arly in the sumer of 
1761 Jonathan am .evuiuh Conniok left iiaby, N. He and setiled 
in whiting, .ddicon Co., Vermont. ceruiah wac the rirst of this 
Whvelook Lumily te cotile in the Grven Mountain state. In March 
1782 ibenezer hae Ick sold his reterbvorough fara and joined iis 
218 ter and bro ther- in- la in vhiting. Jon than shoglock II was 
Btill in aby, M. h. but young Jotham was with tha oth Masca- 
Chusetts eginent in tie service of his country. 


In Novenser 1782, Jonathan whicelock sold his Townsend 
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35 Tounsend, laccachusetts Ve 3. 
85 liistory of Townsend, assachusetts, by Ithanar 3. wawtelle. 
"Discourue of the Kove G. H. Morse, acting babtor of the 
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farm ami moved to tue neignocring town of shby, Lass. 1bore 
19 no rocord of this gale on file at the ‘iiddlesex County Ciiice 


or tha dais try of Deods. 
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Chapter V 
Ashby, Massachusetts 
1782 - 1789 


Ashby was probably as well known to Jonathan as was Town- 
send, ‘ihe distance trom townsend Harbor to the Tavern on Ashby 
Common was about eight miles. The new home was in District Noe 6 
gust south of the Mason line and about five milos southeast of New 
Ipswich the home of his cousin Timothy Wheelock. 180 somewhere in 
Ashby lived his daughter anna, the school teacher, who probably 
moved, for a short time, to the new home of her pa rente. nd of 
sourse with them were the two youngest boys. 

The deed to the farm bought on November 20, 1782 reads! 

"I, John Emerson of Ashby in Middlesex Co. 
Massachusetts, cordwa iner . . . for 300 pounds 
to me paid by Jonathan Wheelock of Townsend 
Jentleman. . . do give... e unto the sd Jona than 
ons certain piece of land in AshbDY.eeeGon- 
taining 70 acreseseebounded by Matthew Ls ter- 
brook's and Eleazar Shattuck's lands, 
(aigned) November 20, 1782 
John Emerson 1 
Catherine Imerson. 

One of the firet things Jonathan did after his arrival was 
to join tho church, then dul led the “First Society of Ashby“, of 
whioh the Reverend Samuel Whitwan was the pastor; but the spiritual 
life of Ashby under Mr. Whitman seems to have lacked the "good 
will and concord” that existed in Icunsend during the pastorate of 


Mr. Dix. Jonathan's continuing interest and loyalty to his churoh 
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* Middlesex Co. Massachusetts Iand Records, V. 81, p. 436. 
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- 59 
is shown at this time by his acceptance of mambership on a committee 
appointed by tho town to solvo a differences then existing between 
some of the people and their minister, At a town meeting held 
February 5, 1783: 
"The inhabitants of the tam. . . being regularly 
assembled in meeting. . voted to emleavor to 
dome to o settlement with Ar. whitman and to 
seo if he will take a dismission from his minise 
terial oharge in this place. „and ohoue Abijah 
Ayman, Jonathan wheeloak, Asa Kendall, bonJanin 
Adams, Jacob Damon, Jonathan Locke and tephen 
Pateh as a committee to confer with Mr. Whitman 
on tha affair of hid dilamission from the people 
of this town.” 
This was d diificult duty for Jona then as he had been in Auhby 
only two months when lo nas Ghouen for this task. From the re- 
cords it would seem that the committee failed in its endes vor“, 
as Hr. Whitman vemained in ashby until 1787 when he was dis- 
inicsed to the chureh in Goshen, Massachusetts."** 

The first winter in Ashby saw the marriage of Jonathan's 
daughter Anna to Ro bort Upton of amherst, New Hampshire. Tho care- 
mony was performed by the Reverend samuel Whitman, so Anna was evie 
dently not one of the townspeople who wanted Ur. Whitman's dis- 
mission." Jonathan's family was now vory small indeed, but they 
had many friends among their neighbors in bie triot No. 6, one of 
whom was Jonathan Barrett, whose daughter «bigall went to sehcol 
with the #heelook boys and later beeame the wife of Jonathan's 
gon Joseph. 

donathan remained in sshby for ning years. In 1769 he ap- 
pears for the last time on the town records, in connection with the 


settlement of tho boundaries of District No. 6. ss the record gives 
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Ashby, Mas:achusetts Town decordse 


Amerigun Quarterly Register, V. 10. 
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the names or all those who resideé or owned land in the District 
at that time, 1t 1s here given in full: 


"Proceedings at the Town Meeting, March 3, 1789. 
District No. 6, Ashby, Massachusetts. 


Beginning at the corner of Major Stone's barn... 
then the County road up to the Mason lins.... 

and the road by Esq Locke's up to Abel Hildreths' 
and the road from Captain Hodgman's down to 
Wilder's house . . . and the road by Hleazer Sha t- 
tuck's to David Damon's....and the road from Dea- 
con Wheelock's to the widow Emerson's and by the 
widow Edward's, 6 and 1/2 miles. 


Residents or owners of farms in District No. 6 


in 1789. 
"Isaac Emerson David Locke 
Timothy Stons Benj. Hodgman 
Asa Walker Jacob Upton 
Jason Walker Abel Hildreth 
Jonathan Locke Eleazer Shattuck 
Samuel Marsh Widow limerson 
Jona than Barrett Matthew Esterbrook 
Jonathan Wheelock Abraham Edwards 
Eleazer Butterfield Calvin Edwards 


Zebulon Barrett." 
From the avove we know that on March 3, 1789, Jonathan 
hee lock was the owner of a house and farm in Ashby, Massachusetts, 
but it is doubtful that he was then living in Ashby as on March 10, 
1789 he is on record as ‘a freeman in the town of Cavendish, Vermont.“ 
There is no record of the sale of his ashby farm on file at 


the Middlesex Co. Registry of Deeds. 


———— ( — — — epee 


Ashby, Mass. Town Records, V. 1, p. 288. 
* Cavendish, Vt. Town Records, v. 1, p. 6. 
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Chapter VI 
Ouvendish, Vermont 


° 1789 = 1798 


Rarly in tha winter or 1789 Jomithan und mau wheel ook 
with their two youn-ost sons, Joseph Drury and John Gleason, went 
up from Ashby, ans. ami joined a group of earlier settlers on 
the Cavendish hill. They probably wont in January when the roads 
wore Well packed wilh enow, us travelling wae batter during the 
winter months thin at uny other season of the yaar. tha route 
they followed was the well travelled highway which ran from Hose 
ton northwost acrocs tha Commonwealth to suhburnham, a town lying 
five miles west of suby, and Trom there north to Walpole, H. ie 
where it joined the King's Higlway, the main north and south 
road along the Gonnectiout River. Fron the King's highway they 
had a oheice oi three roads, ouch ons of wuieh branched off from 
it und pasted throush Cavendish on its way woute The first of 
these swung west at "the Falla", (later Bellow'’s Falls) crossed 
tie river by a bridge, and then ran northwest through Kockinghaa 
and Chester, to Cavendish, This wis a twenty-five mile run from 
"the Falls" over a rough road whioh in places was not much better 
than a bridle path. ‘The secom turned west at Charleostow, cross- 
ed the river by ice or ferry and entered Cavendish by the Great 
Road. This was a twenty mile run from Charlestcwn over 4 fairly 
8 


good road, The third branched off at West Claremont, crossed 
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* Map of New Eng la n by JaXochefoucauld-Liancourt, 1795. Copy in 


Dartmouth College Library, hanover, Ne lie 
** Map of Vermont by James Whitelaw. 1796. 
* * * Ibid 
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the river by ise cr sunmner's Veiry, Lollowed tha naw County coud 
timcuch nor tllorn u@uatherstield and than tie Ureat doad up to the 
11113 of Uavendish, a dis tan of eight niles from what is now 
Agoutney ou ths Vonunsotiout River. 

dnen Jonathan and his family arrived da tie tom they put 
up at the Cof teen iavern which he wall rembered from his army 
da ys. lle soon boualt or leased "a Gertain piece of Land in Ca von- 
dich" from sabijah Keyed of veutford, ass., but the deed to this 
transaction was not revorded so we de nov kuow the acreage nor 
the date of purdhuséee However, 1+ must have been in tho early 
winter of 1789, as on Nuroh 10 of that year Jom than took the 
freeman's oath and is listed ad a resident of Cavendish. This 
part of Vormont was not unknown to him and in tho town he found 
Several frienis. Amon; them were Bonjamin adams, John „teue and 
his wife Kllice from ishby, Hass., and tho -miths from vreterbdcrough, 
Ne He Sone mombers of his own family were uleo living in tho state. 
lide con Ebene zer and his daughter ceruiah Connick were in whiting 
and his wife's cousin, bone zer Drury, in bridport, both in .ddi- 
don County, while in isownseml, indhan County, lived lis nepiiew Asa 
Wheelock and several nieves. 

bene zer and cerudah frequently came to their father's 
hone in Cavendish as the records prove, lor thelr names ap;eur 
an witnesses to several of Jom man Whoelook's deeds, ihe first 
recorded one is here «liven in tull as it proves his earlier but 


unrecorded purchase of lund from .bijah iced of woutford, abs.; 
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Map of Vermont by Jumos mitelaw. 1796 
* Cavendish Town Records, V. I, pe 6. 
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as showi in tus following able, Jona than owned 1088 acros of 


good Cavendish land ali of waioh was in tha northern dis triot 


er 


"TL Jonn volieen of Cavendish... . lor 50, 0.0. to me 
pudd by denithun „elk of avend ish... . dd give 
unto tho sd Jonathan ond certain piece of land in 
Cavendish bounded aug follows, bexzinning at 4 stake 
a iew rods nort: cf fits youthwest gorner of ad 
dueelock’s land lien bo EL fron TIA Reed 

runs than cr th 0 Went to tho east 
line of tha L£imvall tract sw Gal led und 2 505 a8 uth 
6 degrass west 95 rode to ths irrst bouadu to ocn- 
tu in 109 0788. dhe 41, 1790 


(signed) John Coffeen. 


Josh YD. wheoloak 
Duvii Sor 18 
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* Cavendish land keoords, V. 3, p. 97. 
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TABLE 

AW In land purohused 
by 

Deacon Jorathim Wheelock 
in 


Cavendish, Vermont 


Grantor: Date Acres Fries 
abijah Reed of vestford, uss. 7 7 7 
John Octffeen on bavond tion, t. dan. 11,1720 110 60.0.0. 
Jom derts cf Mason, U. li 9b. „0, 1790 1057 200.0. 0 
Joseph Baldwin of Ca vend 48h, It. Ju. 28, 1790 50 20.0.0 
Joseph Crary of Cavendish, Vt. Nov. 7,1791 16 8.0.0 
Ibid Deo, 7,1791 112 0.18.0 
bi ah Reed of estrord, ½ͤꝛaess. Mare 16,1792 110 92.0.0 
John Lope of Walpole, N. H. Auge 19,1793 35 15.0.0 
Moses omith of Cavem ish, Vt. Deo. 28,1793 650 60.0.0 
John Coffeen f 1 Jan, 4,1794 65 40.0.0 
John Minott of Chelmsford, Masseiuge 29,1794 40 30.0.0 
Ephraim & Fhoebe iicot of 

Marlboro} Magce O6te 3, 1795 300 110.0. 0 
Joel sheeler of Cavendish, Vt. Jan. 12,1796 5 60.0.0 
be! 20 
John Fope of dalpole, UH. h. f Ju. 20, 1796 40 „355.84 
Leonard brootcr of Cavendish, Vt. Nov. 12, 1796 60 487. 
1038 770 34 


tererencer 
Ved, p.97 
Ved, ped? 
Vet, ped? 
„, p.70 
V. 6, Pp. 58 
V. 5, p96 
Ved, p. 255 
V4, p. 259 
Ved, p. 858 
V. 4, p. 256 
V. 4, pe 138 


V. 4, p. 260 
V. 4, p. 249 


V. 5, pe? 
V5, p. 8 
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* Cavendish, Vernont am seoucds 


Same acreaze re-oconveyed to Jonathan thoelook by Jeromiah idldreth 
of Cavendish, t., Deo. 17, 1791, for &0.15.0 (V. 5, pe 69). 
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Ho mention is made in any oi these devds cr a house or 
burns on the lands bought, but the 105 acres purchased from John 
Jefts of Mason, k. H. on ied. 20, 1790, was chiled “the Farm" and 
that might have included buildings, especially as the price Jona- 
than paid for it was considerably more por acre thun any of his 
Other purchases. That particular farm also gave him more trouble 
than any of his othor lands as, a len months after ho bought the 
property, he discoversd tat it carried an unpaid tax from the 
days of its original proprietor, David Taylor. ‘le tax was a 
small one, 12 shillings, but before Jonathan and Jeits could 
settle the mattor Jonathan's land, with several other propertics, 
was put up at a vendue sale and his was bought by Jeremiah Hildreth. 
Shortly after the sale Jonathan paid Hildreth the amount of the 
tax and in the deed which records ths transaction the latter quit 
Claims to Jonathan the el ook all his right to the 105 acres of 
land now in the possession of sd Wheeloek."” 

The vendue sale was held October 8, 1790, and the following 
proprietors were named as the “delinquent taxpayers" and not the 
then owners of the lands 

Benning Wentworth 
David Taylor 
Jonathan wotherbee 
Benjamin Whitcomb 
samuel Reed Jr, 
Thomas Muzzy 
Josiah Bailey 
Janes Emerson 
Jonathan Willard and 
011 ver dillard.** 
The records show that between the years 1790 and 1796 


Deacon Jonathan succeeded in settling four of his children on 


* Cavendish land Records, V. 3, pe 69. 


Ibid., Ve 3, De 93. 
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their own farms in Cavendish. In the United States Census of 1790 
wo read that his household consisted of: 

) "4 Tree white malas over 16 


2 lree white milo under 16 and 
2 froe white femles" 


The four miles were Deacon Jom than, his sons dotham and Joseph 
Drury Whoelock, and possibly a hired mn. The con Jotham had re- 
cently come up from Lunenburg, Masse und joined his family on the 
hill. Tho boy under 16 was Deacon Jonathan's youngest son, John 
Gleason Wheelock who was then 15 years and a few months old. The 

2 females wore nna (Drury) Wheelock und her nieos Prudence Drury.“ 
In 1790 there ware 87 families in Cavendish and over 200 children, 
but thore was neither school nor church in the tom and both were 
needed. In 1791 a petition was sent to tho General ..sosmbly of the 
state requesting permission to ereot a school house in Cavendish 
"sd sohool house to be near tha dwelling home of Deacon Jonathan 
Wheelook."** It 10 interesting to note that Jotham wheelock was 
"the agent for the be t1t1 on.“ 

As Deacon Jonathan was "one of the deeply religious àeel- 
ookSs“ it was a matter of great concern to hin tat Cavendish was 
without a church or minister. This was partially remedied in 1792 
when "the Kev. bel Wood was hired by the town to ccme and preach 
to the people for d period of 6 months" and a gengral assessment 
was levied to puy his salary. 

Karly in tho wluter of 1791 Joseph Drury wheelock went 
down to Awhby, Masée and there married abigall Burrett the daughter 


At 


of Jonathan and Abigail (iiaymond) barrott of that town. ** Jose ph 


and his wife settled in Cavendish on u fifty uore farm given to them 


— — —— ä —ͤ—a ä ͤp—üàds. „4c ͤ ͤ ꝓ ä6ä4T Aĩ1„˖„ñů!ü„ 
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* Windsor co., Probate Records, Ve 2. 


** Vormont State lapers, V. VIII. 7 
n. ie 16 t. und Gene evictor, Ve 43, De 62. 
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= 62 = 
by Deacon Jonathan in consideration of the love und parental atfeo- 
tion I do bear my true and loving son Joueph Drury dheelock,'* 

In 1792 <obert and anm (Wbcelock) Upton with their three 
ohni Idron cane up irom „alom, dass. and gottlod in Cavendish. They 
also reosived u 1ifty wore fara from hor father the consideration 
being the dune “parental love and affection.'** 

Un Decenber J, 1795, vohn Gleason whselock marriod Lovina 
Clark the daughter of Deacon Gershom und Levim (srizht) Clerk of 
Weathersfiocld, Veruont. John and Levina settled on beuncon dona- 
than 's home Tam, one-half of which John purchased from his father 
Lor 4250.0. 0. 

Nine months liter Deacon Jonathan old to his son Jot han 
"150 acres of Cavendish land" ior the nominal sum of 251. 10.0. it 
the pride it might be considered a gift although there is no men- 
tion ‘of love and pirental affeation" in the deed whieh was signed 
Oote 17, 17969. 

the land given or bold to these three sons udjoined Deaccn 
Jonathan's home farm. From his dooryard.. ha could look acrosé his 
mo ning and see the homes of Joseph Drury to the southeast, Jotham 
diractly south and John Gleason across the County oad to the weste 
But hic daughter mals home could not be been from the hill as it 
was down on iwenty Mille „ tream where Robert Upton's home ‘Yarn, 
grist mill, saw mill and barne" were situated. a drid 10 path 
Gonneoted this, part of the Stream with the Hill. It left tho 


Stream just oust or Robert Upton'’s house, ran north up the hill 


4 Cavendish Land Xvoords y. 4, p. 100. 
71 Ibid ., Ve 5, pe 8. 

"aT Ibid., V. 5, p. 216. 
n IbIid., v. 5, Pe 46. 


nne Ibid., Ve 6, pe 438. 
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through bis pasture and continued aortheast tlurcugh the present 
Sanders anid ligald Jara until it joined the County goad "just north 
of Jotham wheelock!s house. In 1604 this path was survayed by 
Thoma Chi id und 141d out as a tam read.“ It has long sine been 
discontinued und chould uct be gonfused with ths pireseent tem road 
whish leuvos the valley nocr tho Glichrist school louse, runs north 
up the hill, and thon ast through the dould tam to the County 
ioad. 

In Jinusry 1795 beacon Jonathan wont down to ubrewsbury, 
Habs and visited ul. brother Gerchom wt the old wheelock henos tead. 
It was u pleasant reunion with scme business transsaoted, ac during 
the visit Jonathan gold to hi brothor the last of his chrewebury 
holdings. It war the two umd a quarter ucre lot known as ‘he vine 
Hill vasture which he bought from 110% Howo in 1751,**but neither 
the records nor tradition tell us why he held on to that unmall 
lot for 44 yours. 

Porhaps it was en this trip thit he utopped over in ola 
| aby, K. H. end borrowod young donathin whaeleck dgrd, hie seven 
year old grandson, to hon he referred in 1797 au “my grandson 
Jonathan iiheelock who now lives with no. Youn; Jonathan was 
the von of Jonéethun dr and cunice jilevlock of kaby, now Brookline, 
Ke He Deacon donitian wanted this con and his faunily with him in 
Cavendish but Jonuthin Jr was not quite rudy, in 1795, to make the 
olan, 6O he dont lie son Jonathan örd to Cavondish tn his plice. 


In Decouber 1796 Deacon Jomthan returned to chrewsbury 
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Co vondinh own kecords, Ve 2, p. 2. 
Worcester, Hach. Distriot Registry of Deeds, V. 136, p. 163. 


*** Vindsor Co. roba te Kecords. 
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0 
and again visited his brother Gershom. While there he called on 
Dr. Eduard Flint whose account book shows that on "Deconber 7, 
1796 Jonathan hol ock paid in full a small balance he owed for a 
couple of years. sie remained in shrewsobury all during Deoember 
and was preparing Yor the trip home when ho became desperately 111 
and for weeks ‘lay at Gershom Wheoelock's house where he was supplied 
with the necessary nursing and attendance.” 

lie recovered but it was late in the spring of 1797 before 
he was uble to return to Vermont. lila old vigor wac gene. ‘The 
farm that lad been his pride was now a burden. During the sumner 
he dis pobed of 176 acres - 50 to Amherst Wilder,’” 53 to his son 
Joseph Drury“ und 63 to hie son-in-law Robert Upton. But he 
Was 31111 thea owner of a lot or property, both real and personal, 
which he decided could best be disposed or by will. This he drew 
up in early Jecumtsx and on the 16th or the month called in his 
friends Benjamin dams, William Spaulding and Aaron Parker to wit- 
ness his signature to the document. ‘he winter of 1796 he spent 
at tome. With him were his wife anna and their grandson young 
Jonathan Grd. Nearby were his daughtor anna, his sons Jothan, 
Joseph brury and John Gleason ind their families. iis nioce iru- 
dende Drury was thon mrriod and living in dul tash with her hus- 
dam John Brom. arly in the spring Jonathan Jr. und his family 
same up from aby, U. H. und dettled near his father's homestead. 
ALL his Lanily wore now in Vermont. bvenezer and cerulah came 
down from whiting as Troquently as tho ir own farm work permitted. 


It was Deaccn Jonithan's last sumer with his family. Ue died 
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#Windscr Co. r. bate ceccrds. 
** Cavendish Iand .iacords, Ve 5, pp. 57, 130, 73. 
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Cotober 21, 1796 und was buried in the old Morgan Cemetory in 
Cavendish, Vement, where a plain blues slute stone bears this 
insor ipt ion: 
8 In nemory of 
Deudon Jom than Wheelook 
who departed this life 
in full faith of a glorious 
Immer tali ty. Cot. 21, 1798 
aged 71 years, 1 month. 
veath is a debt by nature due 
which I have paid and sco must you. 
How lovod how valued once avails thee not 
4% whom related or by whom begot 
k heap cf dirt alons remins for theo 
140 411 thou ave and all that we chall be. 

After the death of Deacon Jonathan, his wldcw, anna ijheelook j 
was Rot lert lone in the homestead on Cavendish hille ler son 
John 6. and his fumily lived with her, This was the wish of Deacon 
Jona than as in hie will he left ons-half of his @Qwelling house, 
Collar and well” to 48 wite inna and the other half to his son 
John Ge 

But wna whoelook did not long survive her husband. she 
died Vate 4, 1802 and was buried beside him in ths or gan Cemetery 


where a plain blue slate stone bears this inseripticn: 
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In manory of 
Mra una hee lock 
: wite of 
Deacon don Wheelock 
) " who dd 00. 4,1802 
in tue 69 „eur of har uge. 
here you Gun read and learn 
Low Christ the son of God 
Has umlertcook our great condern 
Gur ransom by Hic blocd. 

1he 10 ging records, drawn iron the archives of the towns 
fu whieh Jom than wheelock lived, paint or us a true portrait of 
the man. lie stande in tle foreground a dominant figure, th his 
family, furws and church in the background. They wore the great 
interests of his life. lo had no others. 

10 his tamily he gave deep affeotion, a comfortable hom, 
such education ag the country schools then provided, and un in- 
heritance of cod furm land. From them he domanded obodiance 
and cooperation ad was the custom in those patriarchal days. 

10 his furme he gave hard work, seasoned with a keen in- 
telligenoe, which enabled Liu to draw profits from such by-pro- 
ducts as bees, barrel hoops, cheese, goat okins, ijouther and maple 
Guyare lie knew iar values and he recognized the profits that 
awaited those wie sold their wellrvun ilacsachusetts farms and 
bought up now lund in pionder regiens. ids farm Lite begun in his 
Ist year with © aovoc; it ended in his Vist yaur wlth 1008 ucres,. 

donutinun wis cue of the deeply realigicus wheeloocks, blessed 
With a strony and onduring faith in cod. To hig Congregational 


Churoh ho gave of ilicelf freely, leading the services when the 
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- 73 « 
members were without a minister, and leading; tho singing of the 
Psalms and hymne at ail other tincs. lie lived a gocd, strong, 


courageous lifo and died in ths full faith of a glorious imnor- 
tality.” 


— —— 
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Insoription on Tombstone of Deacon Jonatinn Wheelock in Morgan 
Cenetery, Cavendish, Vermont. 
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Children of 
{ 1 * 
Jona than and Anna Wheelock. 


Jonathan 
b. Shrewsbury, asc. Feb. 25,1754 
d, Cavend 1 ah, Vte Aug. 15,1842 
married 
Eunice 

. 1751 
d. Ca vond i ch, Vt. Feb. 20, 1038 
Anna 
b. Shrewsbury, lass. Har . 26,1756 
d. Salem, Nass. Feb „10, 1635 
married Ashby, Nuss. q an. 10, 1783 


Robert Upton 


beAmhorst, N. Ii. May 13,1758 


€.Millbridge,luine 1824 
Toruiah 
. Feb. 12, 1758 
a 
married Townsend, lass. Apr. 3,1781 
Jona than Conniok 
C Mar. 21,1752 
Ebene zer 
be Shrewsbury, Rasse. June 4, 1760 
d. Cornwall, Vt. beced, 1837 


married (1) Whiting, Vt. Aug. 17, 1766 
Mra. Clive Haws 
v 1757 


* 
d., Whiting, «t. OSte 2,1826 
married (2) än ting, vt. Jan. 14, 1837 
Urs, Rebecca (smith) Allen. 


Shrewsbury, Masue V. 5. 
Cavendish, Vt. V. 5. 
AShby, Masu . V. Se 
History of Amhorst, Ne He 


Jotian 
b. hrensbur y, Masi 
d. Cavendish, Vt. 


married Cavend ich, Vt. 


Ko110% arri 
d. 


Joseph brury 

b. Shreudbury, Nuss. 
d. PIymouth, Vt. 
married shby, nass. 
Abigail Barrett 

bd. Shby, lass. 

d. Cavendish, Vt. 


John Gleason 

b. Shrewsbury, lass. 
&e«Bownansyille 9 N. 1. 
married 

Levina Clark 

b. Lebanon, Conn. 

d., BohmansvI IIe, K. I. 


——— —„— — . 2 


Townsend, Hass. Book of Birthe and Marriages. 
N. E. Historical and Gen. Registry, V. 42, De 268. 


John Ge Wheelock Fanily Bible. 
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Apr. 27,1831 
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Sketoh of the Life of 
Deacon Jonathan Wheelock 
of 
Cavendish, Vermont 


1727 - 1798 
3 by 
Gertrude . aa Wilgus 
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Chart 
showing relationship of 


Anna Drury and Jonathan Wheelock 


Henry tice married Elizabeth Moore 


b Ung land 1617 b 
d Framinghan, lass, d Frumnglan, Hass. 
Feb, 10, 1710 Auge 23, 1705 


Thomas Drury married mache 1 Kice Samuel Wheelock married Lydian Rice 
U 


b sudbury, b Hedfield; Hass. b sudbury, lass. 
ub Jan, 21, 1664 June 4, 16668 
Mey 10,1664 d Shrewsbury, ass. d Shrewsbury, Hass. 
d Framingham, Maus, d 1745-49 1748-49 | 


Caleb Drury married Elizabeth Eames Gershom tiheelock mrried Abigail Flag 


b 1688 b 1692 b Watertown, Maus. 
d 1733 d Shrewobury, Kass. KT. 16, 1694 
Mare 16,1770 d. Shrewsbury, lass. 


Octe 17,176 


John Drury married anna Gleason 
bd Framingham, Mags. b Framinzham, Masi. 
June 18,1711 May 3, 1713 
a a cbrewsbury Mass. 
Nov. 6, 1706 


Anna Drury married Jonathan Wheelock 
bap. Natick, Masi, 3 b Shrewsbury, Mase.» 
May 11, 1735 sept. 18, 1727 
d Ca vond ish, Vt. d Cavendish, Vt. 
Oste 4, 1802 Odte 21, 1798 


Framingham, Mans. V. 5. 

sudbury, Haas, Ved. 

Medfield, Masia V. 5. 

Water tawn, Mas: V. 5. 

Shrewsbury, Mass. V. 5. 

Natiok, Hass, Church Kecord 
Cavendish, Vt. Cone tery Inzcriptions 
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